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Comfort for Dark Days 
Lesson 4.—God Desires Steadfast Love 
“He looked for a city which hath Hosea 1:1 to 4:3; 5:15 to 6:6 


foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God” (Heb. 11:10). 
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This manual is a complete “tool kit,” en- 
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The Narrow Way 


To the natural man perhaps the most distasteful charac- 
teristic of Christianity is its narrowness. 
is dificult or costly presents no insuperable barrier, but 
narrowness and exclusiveness to most people is intolerable. 
Yet the exclusiveness of Christianity cannot be gainsaid or 
avoided. It is an essential characteristic of the Christian 
way. Christ claimed to be “the way” (John 14:6)—not a 
way. He said, “No man cometh unto the Father but by 
me.” He said, “I am the door”—not I am @ door—“by me 
if any man enter in, he shall be saved” (John 10:9). ‘There 
is one God, and one mediator”—not several—‘between God 
and men, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Tim. 2:5). The Lord 
summed it all up in His words in Matthew 7:13, 14: “Enter 


To say a thing 


ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is 
the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be 
which go in thereat: because strait is the gate, and narrow 
is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that 
find it.” 
refuses such a position and insists, if at all he professes 
interest in the things of God, that there are many ways to 
God and that as long as a person is sincere this is sufficient. 
It is, however, alarming when those professing to be Chris- 
tians, even Christian leaders, turn their backs upon Scripture 
and stand with the unregenerate man in his willful refusal 
to acknowledge Christ as the only Lord and Saviour. In the 
Sunday school periodical, “Classmate,” an official publica- 


It is not surprising that the unregenerate man 


tion of the General Board of Education of the Methodist 
Church, the largest single Protestant church in the U.S.A., 
there is a series of articles under the general title, “Paths 
to God.” 


Hinduism, Buddhism, Zoroastrianism, Taoism, Shintoism, 


These paths are listed as: Primitive religion, 


Confucianism, Judaism, etc. In summarizing the series 
it is stated, ““While men have achieved oneness with God 
from many religions, Protestant Christians believe that the 
nearest and most direct approach to God is through Jesus 
Christ.” There are others, alas, who tend to take a some- 
what similar position in principle today. They, too, have 
a desire to broaden the narrow way, to make it more 
acceptable socially or intellectually. Such people are essen- 
tially subjective in their position. They use such phrases 
as, “I think,” “It seems to me,” and so forth. Others 
emphasize love at the expense of truth, and by love they 
really mean inclusiveness, whereas the Biblical position is 
that we are to hold the “truth in love.” No! There are not 
several ways to God, but only one way and that through 
the merits of the Son of God and His atoning death. For 


the true Christian, his confidence is not in men, still less is 


it in himself and in his own efforts and ideas. His confi- 
dence is in the Lamb that has been slain, who alone is that 
new and living way into God’s holy presence. “There is 


none other name under heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 
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OHN MILTON, .in his “Paradise 
Lost,” gives a very moving inter- 
pretation of 1 Timothy 2:14: “And 
Adam was not deceived, but the woman 
being deceived was in the transgres- 
sion,” that Adam, because of his de- 
voted love for Eve his wife: 
.. - Scrupled not to eat 
Against his better knowledge, not deceived, 
But fondly overcome with female charm. 

* + * * * 
However, I with thee have fixed my lot, 
Certain to undergo like doom; if death 
Consort with thee, death is to me as life; 
So forcible within my heart I feel 
The bond of nature draw me to my own, 
My own in thee, for what thou art is mine; 
Our state cannot be severed, we are one, 
One flesh; to lose thee were to lose myself. 


In other words, out of his consuming 
love for his wife, Adam deliberately set 
aside his pristine glory and, by eating of 
the forbidden fruit, joined her in her 
disgrace. 





In Romans 5:14 the Apostle Paul re- 
ferred to Adam as “a figure [Greek, a 
type] of him that was to come.” Let us 
therefore look upon the antitype, “the 
last Adam.” He existed from eternity 
past “in the form of God” (Phil. 2:6). 
“In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God” (John 1:1). He saw us who 
were potentially His own, His Church, 
His Bride; “He saw [us] ruined by the 
fall, yet loved [us] notwithstanding all.” 
Should He remain in His full possession 
of the form of God and the uninter- 
rupted enjoyment of His glory? No! 
“He ... loved his own which were in 
the world, he loved them unto the end” 
(John 13:1). Therefore, He “emptied 
himself, taking the form of a bondserv- 
ant” (A.S.V., marg.), “being made in the 
likeness of men; and being found in 





fashion as a man, he humbled himself, 
becoming obedient even unto death, 
yea, the death of the cross” (Phil 2:6- 
8, A.S.V.). What condescension! 

When Adam ate of the forbidden 
fruit, according to Milton, 
Earth trembled from her entrails, as again 


In pangs, and Nature gave a second groan, 
Sky lour’d, and, muttering thunder, some sad 


rops 
Wept at completing of the mortal sin 
Original... 
“The last Adam” went to the cross and 
became “sin for us, who knew no sin” 
(2 Cor 5:21). 

Well might the sun in ecaad hide, 

And shut his glories in 

When Christ, the mighty Maker, died 

For man, the creature’s sin. 

“The first Adam descended to his 
wife’s level, but he could not restore 
her and himself to their original state. 
“The last Adam,” having “endured the 
cross, despising the shame .. . is set 
down at the right hand of the throne of 
God” (Heb. 12:2); who also raised His 
own redeemed together with Him, and 
made them sit together with Him in the 
heavenly places (Eph. 2:6). From the 
lowest low to the highest height. Un- 
speakable love! 

Now let us contrast on the one hand 
with solemnity and holy fear what “the 
first Adam” brought upon us, and on 
the other hand with love and gratitude 
what “the last Adam” became for us 
and brought to us. 

1. “. . . by one man sin entered into 
the world .. .” (Rom. 5:12). Sin!—re- 
belliousness against God, defiance of His 
power, hatred of His love; this is, in 
part, sin. “The last Adam” became sin: 
“For him, who knew not sin, in our be- 
half sin he [God the Father] made .. .” 
(2 Cor. 5:21, literal translation). Thus 
the Lord Jesus became not only a sin- 
remover, not only a sin-bearer, but sin 
itself. This would be blasphemy if it 
were not uttered by our God. He did 
so in order to “save his people from 
their sins” (Matt. 1:21). “Christ died 
for our sins” (1 Cor. 15:3). 

2. “The first Adam” brought the of- 
fence of nakedness into the world. 
“And they were both naked ... and 
were not ashamed” (Gen. 2:25). “And 
the eyes of them both were opened, and 
they knew that they were naked; and 
[feeling ashamed] they sewed fig leaves 
together, and made themselves aprons. 

. And he [Adam] said, I heard thy 
voice in the garden, and I was afraid, 
because I was naked; and I hid myself. 
And he [God] said, Who told thee that 
thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of 
the tree .. .?” (Gen. 3:7-11.) Accord- 
ing to John 19:23, 24 our Saviour was 
subjected to the ignominy of nakedness 
in purchasing our redemption for us. 
The result of that for us is our being 
clothed with the garment of His right- 
eousness (Rev. 7:9, 13). And He is still 
offering white raiment, that the shame 
of our spiritual nakedness may not ap- 
pear (Rev. 3:18). 

3. “The first Adam” brought separa- 
tion from God. It would seem clear 
from the third chapter of Genesis that 
Adam and Eve had been in the habit of 
enjoying periodically a time of fellow- 
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ship and communion with God before 
the Fall. God in some form used to ap- 
pear to them. His coming must have 
made a certain sound which became fa- 
miliar to their ears (Gen. 3:8). But 
after the Fall that same sound which 
had brought delight to them now 
brought fear. “And Adam and his wife 
hid themselves from the presence of the 
Lord God amongst the trees of the gar- 
den” (Gen. 3:8). “The last Adam” on 
the cross of Calvary bore the full weight 
of this separation, for there He cried: 
“My God, my God, why hast thou for- 
saken me?” (Matt. 27: 46.) 


This separation from His Father must 
have been the severest point in Christ’s 
becoming our substitute: But, blessed 
be God, because of it we are assured 
that we shall never be separated from 
Him nor He from us, “for he hath said, 
I will never leave thee, nor forsake 
thee” (Heb. 13:5). In the original this is 
given most emphatically. Ere our ador- 
able Lord ascended to glory He said: 
“Lo, I am with you all the days, even 
unto the consummation of the age” 
(Matt. 28:20, A.S.V., marg.). And the 
Spirit of God through Paul has revealed 
to us that at our Lord’s return we shall 
be forever with the Lord (1 Thess. 4: 
17). Nothing shall “separate us from 
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord” (Rom. 8:39). 

4. Subjugation and slavery came into 
the world through “the first Adam.” 
Eve fell under the rule of her husband. 
Adam was subjected to Satan. Might 
became right, and in every age man has 
been enslaved by man as well as by 
the powers of darkness. We have re- 
ferred to the great self-emptying of the 
Son of God, who descended to the 
lowest low because of His love for us. 
And through His great subjugation we 
the redeemed have been raised up and 
seated in the heavenly places in Christ. 

Near, so very near to God, 
Nearer I cannot be; 

For in the person of His Son 
I am as near as He. 

5. “The first Adam” in his fall brought 
the curse of God into and upon the 
earth: “Cursed is the ground for thy 
sake” (Gen. 3:17). From then on the 
word “curse” in its different forms is 
found about 200 times in the Bible. One 
of the most shocking statements in the 
Word is given by the Apostle Paul in 
Galatians 3:13: “Christ .. . being made 
a curse for us...” Again, this would be 
blasphemous if it were uttered by any 
except God. In order to accomplish 
His work of redemption for us, the Son 
of God had to become “a curse.” “The 
death of the cross,” most abhorable of 
all deaths, plunged our Lord into its ut- 
most horror. “He that is hanged is ac- 
cursed of God,” wrote the _ great 
lawgiver in Deuteronomy 21:23. The 
blessed Son of God became a curse for 
you and me. What is the result? 
Limitless blessing, for God “hath 
blessed us with all spiritual blessings 

. in Christ” (Eph. 1:3). 

6. “The first Adam” introduced pov- 
erty, with the weariness of toil and la- 
bor and the struggle for existence which 
have been the lot of mankind generally 


“The last Adam” came into 
the world under this life of poverty, 
This is proved by the fact that the sac. 
rifice that was offered for Mary’s purifi- 
cation was that of a person who was 
“not able to bring a lamb” (Lev. 12:8), 
but “A pair of turtledoves or two young 


ever since. 


pigeons” (Luke 2:24). Our Lord “be- 
came poor” for us (2 Cor. 8:9). He had 
no place to lay His head. He had no 
money to pay tribute. He had no bury- 
ing place. He subjected Himself to this 
extreme poverty that we “through his 
poverty might be rich” (2 Cor. 8:9). 

7. “The first Adam” brought sorrow 
into the world. “I will greatly multi- 
ply thy sorrow ... in sorrow shalt thou 
eat ... all the days of thy life” (Gen, 
3:16, 17). “The last Adam” became “a 
man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief” (Isa. 53:3). Because of this we 
may “rejoice with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory” (1 Pet. 1:8). We may “re- 
joice in the Lord alway” (Phil. 4:4). 

8. Travail of birth came to woman- 
kind as a result of the Fall: “I will 
greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy 
conception” (Gen. 3:16). In His sub- 
stitutionary death on our behalf our Re- 
deemer suffered this travail, infinite in 


(Continued on page 547) 





a | oe Notes on- 
= >Open letters 


Rahab in Hebrews 11 


In the faith chapter of Hebrews 11, 
the 31st verse reads, “By faith the har- 
lot Rahab perished not .. .” One of the 
new versions of the Bible that I pur- 
chased a few months ago translates 
this verse, “By faith Rahab, the inn- 
keeper, did not perish .. .” A footnote 
at the bottom of the page regarding 
this verse says, “Only if all female 
innkeepers were immoral may the 
usual translation stand.” Now I have 
checked all my other versions of the 
Bible and the commentators that I 
have access to, and not one supports 
this statement. Can you tell me if this 
footnote is valid?—A California reader. 
The Greek word that is translated 

“harlot” in the King James Version is 
porne, which means either “harlot” or 
“prostitute.” It is the same root from 
which we get our modern word “porno- 
graphic.” Liddell’s Greek-English Lex- 
icon defines the word as “prostitute” or 
“harlot,” as does also Hickie’s Greek- 
English Lexicon published with West- 
cott and Hort’s Greek New Testament. 
Dr. Philip Schaff in his exhaustive 
“Commentary on the Holy Scriptures” 
makes this significant statement regard- 
ing the word “harlot,” as given in He- 
brews 11:31. It reads, “Jac. Cappell, 
and others, following the Chaldee para- 
phrase erroneously translate é porne, 
the hostess; others, with Braun, explain 
the word, “the idolatrous.” 

There seems to be, therefore, good 
ground for holding to the word “harlot” 
as it is rendered in the King James Ver- 
sion. 
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rules or principles for conduct” of 

the Christian today. Although the 
believer has been set free from the Law 
of Moses he is nevertheless under law— 
the law of Christ. Freedom from the 
law is not lawlessness or license. As 
Paul put it, “Being not without law to 
God, but under the law to Christ” (1 
Cor. 9:21). It has already been pointed 
out that the law of Christ is a definite 
code containing hundreds of specific 
commandments. Being so specific, it 
must also be perfectly clear, and it is. 


fhe law of Christ is the “system of 


A. PRECEPTS OF THE LAW OF CHRIST 


The many precepts of the law of 
Christ may be grouped into four cate- 
gories. 


1. Positive Commands.—Many of the 
laws in this code are positive guides to 
action. “Rejoice evermore. Pray with- 
out ceasing. In everything give thanks: 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
concerning you” (1 Thess. 5:16-18). See 
also Romans 13:1, 1 Corinthians 11:28, 
2 Corinthians 6:17, Galatians 6:2, Ephe- 
sians 5:22, Philippians 4:9, Colossians 4: 
6, 2 Thessalonians 3:13, 1 Timothy 2:8, 
2 Timothy 4:2, Titus 2:7, Hebrews 10: 
24, James 1:5, 1 Peter 2:21, 2 Peter 3:18, 
1 John 2:6, 2 John 1:5, 3 John 1:11b, 
Jude 1:24 and Revelation 2:5. It is ob- 
vious that the New Testament is filled 
with the positive commands of grace. 


2. Negative Commands.—There are, 
likewise, many negatives in the law of 
Christ. “And be not conformed to this 
world: but be ye transformed by the re- 
newing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable 
and perfect, will of God” (Rom. 12:2). 
See also 1 Corinthians 6:7, 2 Corin- 
thians 6:14, Galatians 4:13b, Ephesians 








4:30, Philippians 2:4, Colossians 3:21, 1 
Thessalonians 5:19, 2 Thessalonians 3: 
14, 1 Timothy 4:7, 2 Timothy 1:8, Titus 
2:10, Hebrews 10:25, James 4:11, 1 Peter 
3:9, 2 Peter 3:8, 1 John 4:1, 2 John 10 
and 3 John 11. Again, it is plain that 
there are many negative precepts in the 
law of Christ. 

3. Principles—Many particulars of 
Christian conduct must be governed by 
principles, since there are neither posi- 
tive nor negative commands that specif- 
ically apply. Furthermore, it appears 
that, in this complex twentieth century, 
this area is growing larger and larger. 
The governing principles are clear, how- 
ever, and they are a vital part of the 
precepts of the law of Christ. 

In relation to self, the guiding prin- 
ciple is not to be encumbered with any- 
thing that is a weight (Heb. 12:1). A 
weight of the kind included in this 
area of ethics is not in itself wrong. 
There is no rule in the rulebook that 
Says a man cannot run the 100-yard 
dash holding a twenty-pound dumbbell 
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3. Law, Legalism, and Liberty 


The law of Christ 





By CHARLES C. RYRIE, Th.D., Ph.D. 


Since, as we have seen in earlier 
articles, the purpose of the Law as 
given through Moses is to reveal to 
man his shortcoming and to lead him 
to Christ, what is the purpose of the 
law of Christ? This, Dr. Ryrie, the 
president of Philadelphia College of 
Bible, tells us in this third article of 
the. series. Next he will take up 
legalism and its relationship to law 

and liberty. 








in each hand. But, of course, such a 
runner will never be a winner. Like- 
wise, in many matters of Christian con- 
duct it is not a question of what is 
wrong with them, but of what is right 
about them. It is not a matter of 
whether or not doing such-and-such will 
hinder, but it is very definitely a matter 
of whether it will help. The Christian 
runner must be stripped of all encum- 
bering weights. 

In relation to other Christians, the 
governing principle is not to do any- 
thing that will cause a brother to stum- 
ble (1 Cor. 8:13). Again, it is not so 
much a question of what is wrong as it 
is of what is right, for, in this case, the 
liberty that a stronger brother may 
properly enjoy is to be limited because 
of the weaker brother, not because of 
inherent wrong. It takes genuine love 
to do this, a love that is willing and 
anxious to refrain from that which is in 
itself innocent in order that the brother 
will not be hindered in his own Christian 
growth because of our example. Al- 
though the problem today is seldom 
food offered to idols, the principle re- 
mains and can be applied to many other 
specific problems. It will be used by 
those who sincerely love their brethren 
in the Lord. 

In relation to the unsaved, the con- 
trolling principle is to walk wisely to- 
ward them in order to win them to 
Christ (Col. 4:5). God must reveal to 
the individual heart what this may 
mean in each individual believer’s case. 
It will. certainly include the principle 
that no cause for stumbling is to be 
given to the unsaved man (1 Cor. 10: 








Modern Scribe 
By Belle Chapman Morrill 
S MY pencil races on, 
Or I tap the lettered keys, 


May my mind be clear and keen, 
May my heart be on her knees. 


Only words which Thou hast given 
Must be written on these pages, 

As I follow in the steps of 
Greater scribes throughout the ages. 


Speak Thy Word through me, I pray, 
To some needy one today. 


32) except the offense that is inherent 
in the message of the Cross (Gal. 5:11). 
Although this standard is most elusive 
of precise definition, it is one of the 
most important, for the unsaved are 
constantly watching the believer, and it 
is imperative that he walk in wisdom, 
difficult as that may be. How encour- 
aging to remember that the same 
Heavenly Father who set up the stand- 
ard has also promised to provide the 
wisdom to live up to it! (Jas. 1:5). 

4. Rules—For some matters of Chris- 
tian conduct there are neither definite 
precepts nor principles. In this area, it 
is necessary to have special rulings. 
God has made provision for this by giv- 
ing leaders to His Church who rule in 
these matters (Eph. 4:11, 12; 1 Tim. 3:5). 
These leaders are given the authority 
to rule in spiritual matters affecting the 
lives of their group (Heb. 13:7, 17). The 
fact that there are rulers obviously 
means that there are those who are 
ruled, and, in turn, the responsibility of 
the ruled is to obey joyfully (Heb. 13: 
17). 


B. POWER OF THE LAW OF CHRIST 

The standards of the law of Christ are 
not only all-embracing but they are of 
the highest caliber. This makes it nec- 
essary for the man who would meet 
them to obtain more power than he has 
in himself. God, who set the stand- 
ards, has also provided the power in the 
permanent and powerful. indwelling 
presence of the Holy Spirit. 

This is not to say that the Holy Spirit 
did not aid believers in the Old Testa- 
ment. Many times the Scriptures speak 
of the Spirit’s being in Old Testament 
saints, as well as coming upon them (cf. 
Num. 27:18; Dan. 4:8 for in; Judges 3: 
10; 1 Sam. 16:13 for upon). However, 
that there is a difference in His ministry 
in the New Testament is clear from our 
Lord’s own teaching. In summarizing 
the Spirit’s ministry up to the time of 
His own ministry He said, “He dwelleth 
with [para] you” (John 14:17). In 
prophesying the new relationship, Christ 
declared that the Spirit “shall be in 
[en] you” (John 14:17). This different 
relationship can further be specified as 
meaning two distinct things: (1) the 
Spirit today indwells the believer per- 
manently (in contrast to “coming upon,” 
with the possibility of going away); and 
(2) He indwells permanently every be- 
liever (which was not true of all Old 
Testament saints). Permanent indwell- 
ing is a proof of salvation (Rom. 8:9), 
and universal indwelling (among be- 
lievers) does not depend on spiritual 
maturity (cf. 1 Cor. 6:19). Thus, by 
this new relationship, God has pro- 
vided the power that enables every 
Christian to keep the high standards of 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





Against Blind Sentinels—In the 

early part of May, the present Chap- 
lain of the United States Senate, Dr. 
Frederick Brown Harris, addressed the 
Continental Congress of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution on the theme, 
“In Such an Age,” speaking on Commun- 
ism and relationship with Russia with 
boldness and courage that cannot be 
equalled in any recent address by a man 
prominent in the United States Govern- 
ment. I am taking the liberty of quot- 
ing rather extensively from the reprint 
of the address in the Congressional Rec- 
ord for May 16. 

“Those who really understand the 
present peril the world is in because of 
the malignant growth of atheistic Com- 
munism are idealists who dream of a 
healed and happy world but who real- 
ize that you cannot compromise with a 
cancer in the body politic. 

“Bishop Gerald Kennedy of the Meth- 
odist Church is both an idealist and a 
realist. When, after weeks spent in 
Soviet Russia last summer, he reached 
home, he declared this: 

“The issue is joined at last. Either 
God is or He is not. Either a man is of 
value only as the citizen of the state, or 
he is of value because God created him. 
Either Christianity is true or Commu- 
nism is true, but not both. Coexistence 
is a pleasant term but one of these 
systems is going down.’ 

“And now, in this year of our Lord 
1960, there are religious leaders, espe- 
cially ecclesiastical bureaucrats, who 
are as gullible and blind as were the 
church leaders to whom Jesus spoke 
sadly. Jesus said to the leaders of his 
day, ‘You can prophesy about the 
weather, ‘you can read the signs in the 
sky, but you cannot read the signs of 
the times.’ 

“Now, remember, He was talking to 
religious leaders. The Master said to 
them, ‘If thou hadst known, in this, thy 
day, the things which belong to thy 
peace, but now they are hid from thine 
eyes, for the time shall come upon thee 
that thine enemies shall lay thee even 
with the ground and shall not leave one 
stone upon another, because you cannot 
read the signs of the times.’ 

“That dismal prophecy came to pass, 
of course, when the armies of Titus pul- 
verized Jerusalem. 

“To admit the criminals of Red China 
as partners in the United Nations is on 
the same moral and ethical level as to 
elect a band of bank robbers, who are 
also murderers, to the board of directors 
of the very bank they are plotting to 
rob and to destroy. One feels like para- 
phrasing Paul’s exclamation, ‘O foolish 
Galatians, who hath bewitched you?’ to 
‘O foolish Americans, who hath be- 
witched and bewildered you?’ 

“One of the leaders of this minority 
school of thought, a professor, by the 
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way, in one of our best-known theo- 
logical schools, some time ago issued a 
petulant, scolding message to all the 
churches. It is the sort of statement 
that might just as well have been writ- 
ten in the Kremlin. Let me tell you ex- 
actly what he said. I quote from this 
leader of our united denominations. 

“*We should avoid the position of 
hostility to them (that is, to the regimes 
in Russia and China) and cease the 
practice of moralizing and the practice 
of continual lectures to them by our 
leaders.’ 

“What he is really saying is: Let the 
Red secret police arrest innocent peas- 
ants by the truckload, and let the inter- 
rogators brainwash and torture them; 
and let the official butchers kill, or per- 
haps merely send them to a slave camp 
where the terrified peasants will be re- 
formed, as they put it, ‘through labor.’ 
But let no gentle Christian in America, 
whose life is a bed of roses, say a rough 
or accusing word about the atrocities. 
To do that might postpone the time 
when Red China will be received into 
the UN of peace lovers; and to thus 
speak out will interfere with Russia’s 
wonderful ideas with regard to coexist- 
ence. 

“To show the attempts of this in- 
sidious godless system to infiltrate the 
Christian homes of America, let me tell 
you of a recent instance. One of our 
leading church papers, ministering to 
millions, recently published a two-page 
article by J. L. Hromadka, who is a pro- 
fessor in Prague, behind the Iron Cur- 
tain. He wears the cloak of ecumenical 
Christianity, but he wears also (proudly) 
the Communist Stalin cross. The 
article is a blatant piece of Red 
propaganda. In it the author speaks to 
America of ‘the inevitable end of what 
we call Western civilization.’ 

“He refers to the Communists as those 
who ‘in their own way are trying to es- 
tablish a new form and structure of 
human society.’ That is his appraisal 
of the murder and misery which char- 
acterize this system—including the 
butchery in Hungary and the betrayal 
of democracy in Czechoslovakia where 
he lives. 

“Does all this mean that the editors of 
this widely read Christian publication 
believe that Communism is the wave of 
the future and are deliberately aiding 
its propaganda? No. It simply means 
that those who ought to be sentinels 
guarding their readers against this di- 
abolical doctrine, are either blind to the 
perilous menace or asleep at their post 
of duty while the enemy sows tares, in 
the very garden of the churches.” 


Women Priests in Sweden.—aA tre- 
mendous upheaval is being witnessed 
in the State Church of Sweden (Lu- 
theran). In the April 8 issue of The 
Christian, an excellent weekly evan- 


gelical paper published in London, there 
is a long article on “Women Priests in 
Sweden,” by one who speaks with au- 
thority, Bishop Bo Giertz of Gothen- 
burg. On Palm Sunday, three women 
were ordained as priests in Sweden, for 
the first time, creating, according to the 
Bishop, “a greater division in the 
Church of Sweden than any issue since 
the Reformation.” He must know what 
he is talking about when he says, “The 
new law in Sweden has been put 
through against the wishes of the -ma- 
jority of the clergy. In the Swedish 
Church Assembly, in 1957, it was voted 
down by a two-thirds majority.” Dr. 
Giertz continues with an explanation 
of the composition of the last Church 
Assembly—too complicated to enter into 
here. 

Among those opposed to the new law 
was Bishop Nygren, the first president 
of the Lutheran World Federation and 
one of the prominent Lutheran theolo- 
gians of our day, who fought the new 
movement on the basis of Paul’s teach- 
ings on this subject. What the outcome 
will be, no one knows, but it will be a 
dark hour when clergy are forced to 
acquiesce in an major issue like this 
against their own definite convictions. 


Is Ben-Gurion a Pantheist?—The truth- 
fulness and historical accuracy of the 
Word of God is perhaps the greatest 
subject that can ever occupy the minds 
of men; for if we are persuaded that 
this is the Word of God, we must be- 
lieve that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God and that He died for our sins. 
Even among the Jews, however, this 
question of validity and accuracy of the 
Scriptures has often been debated. A 
most unexpected conflict has arisen over 
a remark made by Prime Minister Da- 
vid Ben-Gurion, which, according to one 
of our weekly journals, threw the Israeli 
Parliament into an uproar. Mr. Ben- 
Gurion asserted that when Moses left 
Egypt, instead of taking two million He- 
brews with him, as Exodus 12:37 states, 
he had only six hundred. The ultra- 
orthodox party in Parliament intro- 
duced a motion of no confidence in the 
Prime Minister, which failed to pass. 

In speaking of Mr. Ben-Gurion, how- 
ever, it should be remembered that there 
is a far greater flaw in his thought on 
these subjects than this rationalistic po- 
sition on the number of people leaving 
in the Exodus: he himself does not be- 
lieve in a personal, sovereign God. His 
religious views—in spite of the fact that 
he reads the Bible daily—classify him 
as somewhat of a pantheist. 


The Bible in 1151 Different Languages 
and Dialects—The latest report of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society in- 
forms us that some part of the Bible has 
been published in 1,151 different lan- 
guages and dialects. The whole Bible has 
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been issued in 219 languages; the com- 
plete New Testament in 271 more lan- 
guages; and one of the four Gospels or 
some other book of the Bible, in 661 
languages and dialects. 


North Africa Mission Clinic Closed.— 
One deeply regrets to see the following 
announcement sent out by the North 
African Mission: 

The Clinic of the North Africa Mis- 
sion in Tripoli, Libya, was closed in 
March on order of the Director of the 
Ministry of the Interior. Known locally 
as the Tripoli Medical Mission, it has 
been treating over 300 people each clinic 
day, and has been the only evangelical 
missionary effort in Libya. Its history 
goes back to 1889, when it was first 
opened during the Turkish regime. The 
only other time it has been closed was 
during the Italian occupation of the 
country 1936-1946. 

The official directive stated briefly 
that it was “because of the lack of rea- 
sons to justify its presence.” Represen- 
tations to the Government by the Mis- 
sion personnel and from friends both 
official and unofficial have up to the 
present been unavailing. The mission- 
aries themselves however, Dr. and Mrs. 
Patrick McCarthy and Miss Vivian 
Bradshaw, R.N., have not been asked to 
leave. ‘They continue to occupy the 
premises for residential purposes and 
quiet personal witness. 

This is only one of the many indica- 
tions of increasing opposition to the 
Christian Gospel. 


The Challenge of Islam.—Dr. J. N. D. 
Anderson, the world-famous authority 
on Islamic Law and the professor of 
Oriental Law at the London University 
School of African and Oriental Studies, 
has recently delivered some challenging 
addresses in a conference on Islamics 
convened in Chicago. Reaffirming the 
conviction he has often expressed, Dr. 
Anderson said: “The challenge of the 
Moslem world is not merely one of sta- 
tistics, challenging though that may be. 
Its chief challenge lies in the constant 
bitter antagonism to the Christian Gos- 
pel and the person of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God.” 

I did not know before that in France 
today there are 1,200,000 Moslems—more 
than twice the number of Protestants in 
that country. Islam has mapped out the 
greatest missionary program for Africa 
that it has ever undertaken. Last year 
more than 600,000 persons made the 
long pilgrimage from all parts of Africa 
to Mecca, and by so doing have made 
the first objective of their lives the 
propagation of Islam. 


Increased Mineral Production in Is- 
rael.—_A report of the Technological Ad- 
visory Board to the Ministry of Devel- 
opment in Israel contains some very 
interesting facts. According to the re- 
port, there are indications of the ex- 
istence of primary copper deposits in 
the Timna area near Eilat. An expan- 
sion scheme has been worked out to 
increase the production at the Dead Sea 
Works by 400,000 tons of potash per an- 
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num above the present capacity. The 
scheme includes also the manufacture of 
the following quantities of chemicals per 
annum: 80,000 tons of table salt; 60,000 
tons of magnesium oxide; 2,000 tons of 
magnesium metal; 5,000 tons of bromine, 
and bromine compounds above the pres- 
ent output. 


The U. P. Church on Healing and 
Christian Science.—At the meeting of 
the General Assembly of the United 
Presbyterian Church recently held in 
Cleveland, a report was presented 
on the subject of divine healing. 
Though the report was severely critical 
of fake faith healers, of Christian 
Science, and of Unity, it rightly stated 
that faith can be, by the grace of God, 
a means for healing. “Great and grave 
as the dangers in ‘faith healing’ are, 
there is the equally great danger of 
limiting the power of God to work in 
the church because of timidity and 
fear.” 

The comment on Christian Science is 
worth quoting: “Not only does the 
Christian Science movement tend to 
dissuade people from making use of 
care which physicians and other mem- 
bers of the physical and mental health 
team can provide as a result of modern 
science, but a far more serious effect is 
to encourage the belief that no type of 
evil exists in the world except igno- 
rance. This position, seriously promul- 
gated, undercuts the entire Christian 
system of ethics, which calls Christian 
people to dedicate themselves to the 
betterment of human conditions. The 
redemption of a world that does not 
exist is nonsense; it is difficult to see 
why anyone would be concerned to 
minister to the sick in the first place if 
sickness is an illusion.” 


Catholic Increase in the U.S.A.—The 
official Catholic Directory just issued re- 
veals an astonishing increase of 47 per 
cent among Roman Catholics in the 
United States in the last decade. The 
Roman Church today claims 40,871,000 


members, or 23 per cent of the popula- - 


tion of the United States. For the four- 
teenth consecutive year, the Catholic 
Directory claims 100,000 conversions 
during the year, in fact, in 1959, 146,000. 
Of the 140 dioceses in the country, Chi- 
cago is the largest, with 2,073,616 mem- 
bers; Boston second, with 1,625,024, and 
New York third with 1,581,654. 


London Nuns Sell Their Prayers.—A 
London daily newspaper carries an ex- 
tended article with the astonishing 
heading, “Nuns Sell Their Prayers— 
And Raise Fifteen Thousand Pounds.” 
I could hardly believe that the heading 
was accurate, but it is. The Benedic- 
tine Adorers of the Sacred Heart, a com- 
munity of Roman Catholic nuns in Lon- 
don, whose convent is near the famous 
Marble Arch, who spend practically 
every moment of the day in prayer, are 
actually selling their prayers, and in 
doing so, are bringing in about $6,000 a 
week (an English pound is worth $2.80). 
Anyone subscribing 105 guineas (about 
$315) to the fund for the rebuilding of 
their shrine at Tyburn has his name 





placed on a brass plaque in the convent ‘ 
chapel, and the promise that the nuns 
will pray for him by name every day. 
For one-half of this amount of money, 
the nuns will pray for a subscriber in 
the convent chapel, but the name will 
not be placed on the plaque. For a do- 
nation equivalent to about $28, the 
name is placed on a list of donors, who 
are prayed for collectively several times 
a day. 

Though these blasphemous financial 
attachments to spiritual matters have 
been practiced by the Roman Church 
for centuries, one is still shocked at see- 
ing such an announcement as this in a 
daily paper in Great Britain. 


Renewed Interest in the Bible Among 
French Jews.—A recent issue of the 
London Jewish Chronicle reports a re- 
vival of interest in religious matters 
among the Jews of France. A factor 
which has strongly influenced present 
trends has been a greatly renewed in- 
terest in the Bible, which the discovery 
of the Dead Sea Scrolls has done much 
to stimulate. The French public has 
made the discovery that the Bible is 
not only an ancient Jewish book, but it 
is also a book relevant to present con- 
ditions. Andre Heher has succeeded 
in bringing this out. His “Moise ou la 
Vocation Juive” (“Moses or the Jewish 
Vocation”) is a best-seller, while his 
“Essence du Prophetisme” (“Essence of 
Prophetism”) reintroduces the prophets 
of Israel into the current thought of peo- 
ple today. 

Last but by no means least in this 
renaissance is the impact of the State 
of Israel. There is no guidebook series 
that does not contain a volume on Israel 
—and this is very often the best seller. 
Any report about Israel is a sure sale: 
so are the many photographic albums of 
life and scenes in the Jewish State. 
With the French public a collection of 
short stories by S. J. Agnon is more ac- 
ceptable than many novels. 


Rome’s Right(?) To Interfere.—The 
Roman Church has recently made an 
announcement making it very clear that 
whenever they so desire, they have an 
absolute right to interfere in the politi- 
cal field of any government on earth. 
An article in the official Vatican news- 
paper, the Osservatore Romano, con- 
demns all efforts that seek to detach 
the Catholic believer from the ecclesias- 
tical hierarchy, and insists that the Ro- 
man Catholic religion “commits and 
guides the entire existence of man,” and 
that the Catholic must never disregard 
the teachings and directions of the 
church in his private life and public 
conduct. Furthermore, according to the 
article, the Roman Catholic Church has a 
perfect right to dictate to its members 
what position they are’to take in all so- 
cial and political activities. 

This is as clear as any statement can 
be. If America elects a Catholic presi- 
dent, we can well believe that there 
will be a private wire to the Vatican, 
and for the first time in our history— 
may God prevent it—many things will 
take place in the United States Govern- 
ment because the pope ordered it. 
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Billy Graham Plans Philadelphia Crusade 





Evangelist Billy Graham addresses more than one thousand Philadelphia area 
ministers and Christian leaders who attended a breakfast meeting on May 4, to hear 
an outline of plans for the forthcoming Graham Crusade. 


ORE than one thousand Phila- 

delphia-area ministers and Chris- 
tian leaders attended a Billy Graham 
breakfast meeting, at the Benjamin 
Franklin Hotel, on Wednesday, May 4, 
to hear the evangelist outline plans for 
a crusade to be held in the City of 
Brotherly Love in July, 1961. 

The meeting was sponsored by pe- 
troleum industrialist and prominent 
Presbyterian layman, J. Howard Pew. 
Among those present on the platform 
with Dr. Graham were Dr. Charles Ryrie, 
President of the Philadelphia College of 
Bible, Dr. Ross Stover, Pastor of Messiah 
Lutheran Church, Dr. Daniel Poling, Ed- 
itor of The Christian Herald, Dr. Percy 
Crawford, George Beverly Shea, and 
Jerry Bevan. Dr. Fyrie gave the invo- 
cation. Lieutenant Governor Davis, of 
Pennsylvania, was introduced from the 
audience. Early in the meeting Mr. Shea 
sang two Gospel songs, “How Great 
Thou Art,” and “The Love of God.” 
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High lights of Billy Graham’s message 
follow. 

We are living in a world of fear and 
revolt. However, in the midst of this 
one can see the seeds of a world revival 
and movement of the Spirit of God. 
Evangelism is the proclamation of Good 
News. The crusade will not be coming 
to Philadelphia with any bag of tricks 
or any panaceas for Philadelphia’s ills. 
Philadelphia’s moral and social prob- 
lems could be solved only if all of the 
city would accept the message. 

Dr. Graham said there are seven crit- 
icisms that are often leveled against his 
crusades: 

1. Emotionalism.—Every effort is 
made to avoid outbursts of hysteria or 
emotionalism in any of the meetings. 
However, Dr. Graham feels that the 
emotions are an essential part of evan- 
gelistic effort. Emotionalism is encour- 
aged in sports, movies, radio, television, 
and other places, and yet it is held in 


ill repute for the church. Graham be. 
lieves that the ill repute of emotional- 
ism in the spiritual realm is one of 
Satan’s most effective wiles. 

2. Money.—The local crusade commit- 
tee handles all finances of the crusade, 
At the end of the crusade the finances 
are completely audited. The audit is 
published in the local newspapers, and 
copies are sent to every minister in the 
area. Dr. Graham’s salary is paid by 
the Billy Graham Foundation in Minne- 
apolis, Minn. He receives nothing from 
the local crusades. 

3. Only church members attend— 
However, according to Dr. Graham, a 
large majority of Americans claim to be 
affiliated with some sort of church. 
Therefore, the greatest field of evan- 
gelism may very well be within the 
church itself. 

4. Message too narrow.—But the work 
and message of evangelism is intrin- 
sically narrow. The purpose of evan- 
gelism is to lead people into the 
Kingdom by conversion and salvation 
through faith in Jesus Christ, through 
the Cross and the Resurrection. This 
must be the primary thrust of the evan- 
gelist. Preaching on sin and judgment 
is a necessity. The evangelist must de- 
pend on local preachers and Christian 
laymen for the nurture and teaching of 
converts. Dr. Graham believes that if 
sin were more preached against from 
the pulpit, there would be less of it in 
the pew. Leading theologians believe 
that the primary emphasis in theology 
in the coming decade will be on escha- 
tology. 

5. Little social emphasis.—Dr. Graham 
believes this is untrue because evan- 
gelism has a profound effect on society. 
He says that most of the great social 
and welfare organizations had their or- 
igin in the conversion of someone. He 
points out that all of his meetings are 
integrated, whether they are held in the 
South or the North. In meetings at 
Clinton, Tenn., and Little Rock, Ark., 
there were thousands of Negroes and 
whites freely mixed without discord. 
When the invitation was given, both 
whites and Negroes came forward, often 
with their arms about each other. 

6. Invitations—Many object to the 
giving of an invitation. But Dr. Graham 
noted that Moses gave an invitation; 
Joshua gave an invitation; Jesus Christ 
gave an invitation. Christian faith de- 
mands decision. 

7. Little lasting effect—The crusade 
organizers realistically recognize that a 
percentage of those who confess faith 
in Christ later fall away. A most ef- 
fective answer to this is the experience 
of Australia, which has been described 
by Rev. Gordon Powell, minister of St. 
Stephens Presbyterian Church, Sydney, 
in a booklet entitled “Six Months After 
Billy Graham.” Rev. Powell confirms 
many permanent and growing effects of 
Graham’s crusade in Australia. Dr. 
Graham places much of the blame for 
those who fall away on inadequate fol- 
low-up by the local churches. If the 
local churches showed concern for the 
nurture of the inquirers, many would 
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THE KING JAMES VERSION 


Hos. 4:1 Hear the word of the Lorn, ye children of Israel: 
for the Lorp hath a controversy with the inhabitants of the 
land, because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge 
of God in the land. 

2 By swearing, and lying, and killing, and stealing, and 
committing adultery, they break out, and blood toucheth 
blood. 

3 Therefore shall the land mourn, and every one that 
dwelleth therein shall languish, with the beasts of the field, 
and with the fowls of heaven; yea, the fishes of the sea also 
shall be taken away. 


International Uniform Lesson 








GOD DESIRES STEADFAST LOVE 
Hosea 1:1 to 4:3; 5:15 to 6:6; printed text, 4:1-3; 5:15 to 6:6 


Golden Text.—I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more 


than burnt-offerings.—Hos. 6:6 


hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath smitten, and he 
will bind us up. 

2 After two days will he revive us: in the third day he 
will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight. 

3 Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the Lorp: 
his going forth is prepared as the morning; and he shall 
come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto 
the earth. 

4 O Ephraim, what shall I do unto thee? O Judah, what 
shall I do unto thee? for your goodness is as a morning 
cloud, and as the early dew it goeth away. 

5 Therefore have I hewed them by the prophets; I have 
slain them by the words of my mouth: ‘and thy judgments 














Chap. 5:15 I will go and return to my place, till they 
acknowledge their offence, and seek my face: in their af- 


fliction they will seek me early. 


Chap. 6:1 Come, and let us return unto the Lorp: for he 


are as the light that goeth forth. 


6 For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge 
of God more than burnt-offerings. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 


IHE Prophet Hosea had a most sad 
"TD soanente career: his wife, Gomer, 

proved unfaithful and abandoned 
both him and his children. Then he was 
commanded by the Lord to follow her 
and to buy her back unto himself. Obe- 
diently, he found her auctioned off, ap- 
parently, on the slave market, and there 
he bought her and reinstated her to 
himself and to the family. This display 
of deep grace resulted in a renewal of 
vows and of the marriage covenant of 
love. 

All this had a pictorial and spiritual 
significance, Israel is the faithless wife; 
Jehovah is the faithful husband. He 
remains loyal, but she is guilty of cove- 
nant infidelity. However, her infidelity 
does not quench His love, for He pur- 
sues her until He finds her and restores 
her unto Himself. 

Sin, therefore. in the Book of Hosea 
can be measured only in the light of 
deep-seated infidelity to deep-seated 
and fervent love. 

Israel’s unfaithfulness is catalogued 
as a series of offenses against humanity. 
The root-cause of all this, however, lay 
in the fact that there was “no knowl- 
edge of God in the land” (Hos. 4:1). 
God had been willfully ignored. This 
was serious. There was just one rem- 
edy: repentance! Until that attitude 
was sincerely taken, He would hide 
Himself. 

But God’s hiding would not be the 
hiding of indifference, but rather that of 
grieved love. He would be observing 
them from that hiding place, as it were, 
to see if there would be the glistening of 
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a tear and a movement toward Himself. 

In Israel’s case there would be con- 
trition; they would return in broken- 
ness, and this would be as the welcome 
downpour of the harvest rains. This is 
the pathway of blessing for us all. 


Verse by Verse 

Hosea 4:1—“Hear the word of the 
Lord ... the Lord hath a controversy 
with the inhabitants of the land, be- 
cause there is no truth, nor mercy, nor 
knowledge of God in the land.” Hosea 
was gravely conscious that he was 
Heaven’s mouthpiece, and that his 
words were to stab the consciences of 
the professed people of God. He comes 
directly to the point. The Lord is 
gravely disturbed over the prevailing 
condition, and has a serious charge to 
bring to their attention. It is this: the 
knowledge of Himself has been willfully 
abandoned. The northern kingdom of 
Israel had deliberately rejected the true 
God and taken idols to its bosom. This 
was apostasy, and it recalls the dark 
word of Romans 1:28: “Even as they 
did not like to retain God in their 
knowledge, God gave them over to a 
reprobate mind, to do those things 
which are not convenient.” From this 
parent-sin there comes a vile family! 

Verse 2—“By swearing, and lying, 
and killing . . . they break out, and 
blood toucheth blood.” Violence and 
corruption are the order of the day. It 
is well to notice that these wickednesses 
against their fellow men are the dark 
effects of the original cause indicated 
in the last clause of verse 1. Let us 
never forget that before a man can be 
rightly related to his fellows, he must be 
rightly related to God. The vertical 
precedes the horizontal. If there is no 


fear of God before his eyes, then there 


will likely be no fear of God’s creatures 
before his eyes as well. 


Verse 3.—“Therefore shall the land 


mourn ... with the beasts of the field, 
and with the fowls of heaven...” In- 
evitable judgment lay ahead. The 


whole land would feel the desolating 
effect of Jehovah’s displeasure, and even 
the lower creatures would not escape. 
It is interesting to notice that when 
man is walking in obedience to his 
Maker, the lower creatures share in 
blessing, and conversely when he is in 
rebellion to his Lord, then the lower 
creation suffers. 


Hosea 5:15.—“I will go and return to 
my place, till they acknowledge their 
offence, and seek my face: in their af- 
fliction they will seek me early.” In 
view of the backslidden condition of the 
people, Jehovah had no other recourse 
than to withdraw His presence from 
them. Holiness could not associate it- 
self with such highhanded unholiness. 
He would, therefore, withdraw until 
there was a change of attitude on their 
part. They would have to undergo se- 
vere discipline before they would real- 
ize the seriousness of their departure. 
Then they would discover that at last 
they needed God. 


Hosea 6:1.—“Come, and let us return 
unto the Lord: for he hath torn, and he 
will heal us; he hath smitten, and he 
will bind us up.” This is the cry that 
always brings gladness to the heart of 
the Lord, for it is not only a cry of self- 
judgment but a resolve to return to 
Him—the very one whom they had 
abandoned. This is the essence of re- 
pentance. Notice also that they recog- 
nized that it was God who had smitten 
them and not merely a stroke of mis- 
fortune. 
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Verse 2—“After two days will he re- 
vive us: in the third day he will raise 
us up, and we shall live in his sight.” 
This is a very remarkable statement. 
The third day is the day of manifesta- 
tion and resurrection, and the repent- 
ant remnant of Israel seems to be aware 
that their national chastening would be 
ended on the third day when they would 
be raised up and reinstated into the di- 
vine favor. Of course, this could not 
be possible for either the nation or the 
individual if it were not for the personal 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
grave on the third day. 


Verse 3.—“Then shall we know, if we 
follow on to know the Lord: his going 
forth is prepared as the morning; and 
he shall come unto us as the rain, as the 
latter and former rain unto the earth.” 
Here is delightful spiritual energy at 
work. They are hungry to know, and to 
know more about the Lord Himself. They 
assure one another that His going 
forth in their behalf is prepared as the 
morning, or as the A.S.V. puts it, “His 
going forth is sure as the morning.” 
They can depend upon Him, and His fa- 
vor toward them will be as cheering as 
the dawn and as fertilizing as the 
spring rain. 

Verse 4—“O Ephraim, what shall I do 
unto thee? O Judah, what shall I do 
unto thee? for your goodness is as a 
morning cloud, and as the early dew it 
goeth away.” It is quite evident that 
the strain changes, and both Ephraim 
(the northern kingdom) and Judah 
have become a source of perplexity and 
disappointment to God. The Holy 
Spirit is evidently referring to the exist- 
ing condition of things, and remon- 
strates with this perverse people. Any 
show of real goodness ends in a disap- 
pointment that is akin to the Palestinian 
morning cloud, which, while promising 
rain, soon mocks that expectation and 
disappears. 


Verse 5.—“Therefore have I hewed 
them by the prophets; I have slain 
them by the words of my mouth: and 
thy judgments are as the light that 
goeth forth.” Ona May morning back in 
1890 in the Metropolitan Tabernacle, in 
London, England, the great C. H. Spur- 
geon preached to a large crowd on this 
passage of Scripture. He pointed out to 
his audience that the infinite wisdom is 
pictured as crying out in concern, “What 
shall I do?” What other method could 
God use? In what new terms should 
He address them? Surely, but reluc- 
tantly, He would be compelled to use 
severity: He would cut and wound them 
by his .prophet-servant, and even slay 
them by the sharp sword of His Word. 
As the horticulturist severs the suckers 
on the shrub, or the woodsman lops off 
the boughs of his trees, so would the di- 
vine gardener prune the trees of His 
own planting. The surgeon’s knife is 
always used with a view to ultimate 
healing. 


Verse 6.—“For I desired mercy, and 
not sacrifice, and the knowledge of God 
more than burnt-offerings.” This brings 
us to the heart of the message. The 
knowledge of God Himself is of in- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


3. July 17.—Amos Warns Against False 
RS Amos 5:14, 15; 6 


Next Week’s Lesson 


5. July 31.—Luxury and Idolatry Ruin 
a Nation. Hosea 8:1-5; 10:1-12; 
18:16: 14:1, 4&4 9 








finitely greater importance than any 
external conformity to mere ritual. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The knowledge of God is basic to all 
true blessing. There must be no confus- 
ing of the difference between knowing 
about Him, and really knowing Him. 
The price of this latter is obedience, 
which demands a turning from sin and 
a bowing to His will. 

Israel professed to know Jehovah and 
pointed to their religious forms to prove 
it. But their wicked conduct demon- 
strated the emptyness of their claims. 
They were wallowing in immorality 
even when they offered their sacrifices. 

God wanted Israel really to know His 
deep affection for them. This would 
arouse love for Him in return, for love 
usually begets love (see 1 John 4:19). 

Knowing Him and loving Him pro- 
duces in us a reflection of God’s own 
character. For example, He is constant 
and faithful. Loving Him, we, too, will 
be such. He is merciful. We will also 
be merciful. He delights in inward 
reality. This will be true of us as well. 
Only then will our “burnt offerings” be- 
come really significant, for they will be 
a physical expression of our inward at- 
titudes. 

To accomplish all this the Lord some- 
times hides His face from us. This is 
not because He has lost interest or is 
fickle, but rather because He wants us 
to realize our need of His presence. 
Our resulting ignorance and distress 
will drive us back to His great arms. 
Our acute sickness will necessitate our 
calling in the Great Physician. Then 
He will act in our behalf and restore our 
injuries. We will know Him not merely 
in theory but in experience. 








- Questions for Teacher and Class 


By C. Ernest Tatham 
AT family-failure brought grief 
to the Prophet Hosea? 

2. Name. Hosea’s wife. 

3. What was his attitude in all this? 

4. What was the spiritual significance 
here? 

5. When will Israel be restored to 
God? 

6. Name two sins that were in- 
@ulged in by the nation. 

7. Would the Lord withdraw from 
them permanently? 

8. What would Israel do in their af- 
fliction? 

9. How did the Lord “hew them by 
the prophets”? 

10. What is more important than sac- 
rifice? 

(Answers on page 543) 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The domestic tragedy and its signi- 
ficance (Hos. 1:1 to 4:3) 

2. The divine discipline and its sequel 
(5:15 to 6:3) 

3. The divine desire and its supreme im- 
portance (6: 4-6) 


Practical Applications 


The words of Hosea 5:15 indicate that 
sometimes the Lord has to take extreme 
measures to bring us to our senses. He 
must act consistently, and cannot hold 
communion with His children if they 
are walking in disobedience. 

Why does He hew us by His prophets 
and wound us by His sword? (See 6:5.) 
This is pretty rough treatment, for none 
of us likes to be cut. Paul had a similar 
dealing in his life when he was given a 
sharp thorn in the flesh. 

Recall the severe famine that swept 
over Canaan of old when the sons of 
Jacob were driven down to Joseph in 
Egypt for corn. Can you suggest ways 
today in which God would drive men to 
the heavenly Joseph? 

When heart and feet turn back to 
Him, He will run to us with forgiveness, 
and His face in its radiance will be seen 
again. Revival will follow. How long 
since I have seen His face? How long 
since I have heard His voice? How 
long since I have acknowledged my 
backslidings? How long since His Word 
has fallen like refreshing rain: upon my 
soul? 


Topics for Development 


The Question of Christian Confession. 
We know that Scripture teaches that we 
should confess our sins Godward and 
our Saviour manward. However, there 
is a place for confessing to one another 
our faults on the manward level (see 
Jas. 5:16). Is James teaching us here 
that unless we do confess our faults one 
to another, spiritual healing and effec- 
tive praying might be nullified? Many 
an existing breach would be gloriously 
healed if some of us would humble our- 
selves to the point where we would go 
to some offended brother or sister and 
honestly confess that we have been the 
offender, and humbly seek forgiveness. 

The Knowledge of God. How may 
we “increase in the knowledge of God” 
as we are enjoined in Colossians 1:10? 
Bible study alone is not sufficient for 
this increase. Nor is prayer alone suf- 
ficient. Both of these elements plus a 
daily walk of obedience to His will are 
required. Just as we increased in the 
knowledge of our mothers and fathers 
as we developed through infancy, child- 
hood, youth, and adulthood, so may we 
come to know more intimately our loving 
Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ, His 
Son, our Saviour. In this way “grace 
and peace” will be multiplied unto us 
(see 2 Pet. 1:2). 


Golden Text 


Hosea 6:6.—“I desired mercy, and not 
sacrifice; and the knowledge of God 
more than burnt-offerings.” The Lord 
Jesus twice quotes this statement (Matt. 
9:13; 12:7), on both o¢casions in answer 
to that sickening Phariseeism that 
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would ever substitute external ritual for 
internal reality. Thus He slew them 
with the very sword in which they 
themselves gloried—the Old Testament 
Scriptures. In their professed zeal for 
those Scriptures they had completely 
overlooked the divine insistence upon 
moral qualities. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGGESTED HyMNS 


“Breathe on Me, Breath of God” 
“Open My Eyes That I May See”’ 
“O Jesus, I Have Promised” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God 
of truth and light, who hast called us 
to walk in the light, free us from love 
of evil and from all unsteadfastness 
that we may faithfully trust and obey 
Thee in all circumstances. Deepen in 
us a spirit of Christian resolution and 
strengthen us to do Thy will. Open 
to us Thy Word in this lesson and 
apply it to our need. Empower the 
witness of Thy Church in all lands 
that many may find Christ and faith- 
fully follow Him. Guide world leaders 
to wise and right choices and defeat 
all the working of Satan against Christ 
and His people. Help the afflicted and 
the troubled and give us compassion 
for all such, making us channels of 
Thy kindness toward them. Guide us, 
protect us, and provide for us as we 
move forward in this new week, and 
keep us ever rejoicing in our Saviour, 
through whom we make our prayers 
now. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—In this lesson, fol- 
lowing God’s rebuke of Israel’s sin, con- 
victed ones say, “Come, and let us 
return unto the Lord” (Hos. 6:1), but 
God says, “Your goodness is as a morn- 
ing cloud, and as the early dew it goeth 
away” (v. 4). Revivals had occurred 
in the past under Elijah, Elisha, and 
others, but there had been no perma- 
nent forsaking of evil and following the 





GRANT US, O LORD, 
NOT JpASSING 


BUT & ERSISTING PIETY 


Lord. Such “morning cloud” religion 
is still to be seen. Some who profess 
to turn to the Lord are not truly 
changed in heart and drop back again. 

In “Pilgrim’s Progress,” Bunyan pic- 
tures a beautiful palace, symbolic of 
the Kingdom of God. At the door is 
a great company of people wishing to 
enter, but not daring. Near the door 
was a man at a table with book and 
pen to write the names of those who 
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would enter the palace. But there were 
armed men in the doorway to resist 
those who did. Then, to the man at 
the table there came “a man of very 
stout countenance.” He said, “Write 
down my name, sir.” Next, putting on 
his helmet and drawing his sword, he 
rushed to the door to battle with the 
armed men. In the struggle, the man 
of stout countenance received and gave 
many wounds, but he cut his way 
through his opponents and pressed into 
the palace at last. Then were heard 
voices from within saying, “Come in, 
eternal glory thou shalt win.” 

Pray to be like the man of stout 
countenance, firmly set to overcome all 
obstacles to being a real Christian. We 
cannot do it of ourselves, but we can 
through Christ who strengthens all who 
are fully set to go through with Him. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Hear the word of the Lord, ye chil- 
dren of Israel...” (Hos. 4:1).—It was 
a gracious act on the part of the Lord 
to inform His people just why He was 
passing sentence upon them. The rea- 
son was threefold, “There is no truth, 
nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in 
the land.” 

Where there is no truth, falsehood 
prevails; and where mercy is lacking, 
violence reigns; and where there is no 
working knowledge of God, satanic in- 
fluences operate. 

Augustine said: “He who conceals a 
useful truth is equally guilty with the 
propagator of an injurious falsehood.” 


All truth is calm, refuge and rock and tower; 

The more of truth the more of calm, its calm- 
ness is its power. 

Truth is not strife, nor is to strife allied; 

It is the error that is bred of storm, by rage 
and pride. 

Calmness is truth, and truth is calmness still; 

Truth lifts its forehead to the storm, like some 
eternal hill. 

—Bonar 


Concerning “Mercy,” Shakespeare 
said: 
The quality of mercy is not strained; 
It —— as the gentle rain from heaven 
Upon the place beneath: it is twice bless’d,— 
It blesseth him that gives, and him that takes; 
’Tis mightiest in the mightiest; it becomes 
The throned monarch better than his crown. 
The superiority of the knowledge of 
God over human wisdom, might, and 
wealth is stated in this passage: “Let 
not the wise man glory in his wisdom, 
neither let the mighty man glory in 
his might, let not the rich man glory 
in his riches: but let him that glorieth 
glory in this, that he understandeth 
and knoweth me, that I am the Lord 
which exercise loving kindness, judg- 
ment, and righeousness, in the earth: 
for in these things I delight, saith the 


’ Lord” (Jer. 9:23, 24). 





How poverty-stricken. is the land, or 
the life where “there is no truth, nor 
mercy, nor knowledge of Goud”! 

“By swearing’... lying... killing 

. Stealing . . . adultery, they break 
out, and blood toucheth blood” (Hos. 
4:2).—The force of the expression, “they 
break out,” is: “they burst through all 
bounds, set to restrain them, as a river 
bursts its banks and overspreads all 
things or sweeps all before it.” 

“Blood toucheth blood.” Matthew 
Henry reminds us that royal blood 
mingled with the blood of the common 
people who were murdered, for at this 
time, “there was so much blood shed 
in grasping at the crown; Shallum slew 
Zechariah, and Menahem slew Shallum, 
Pekah slew Pekahiah, and Hoshea slew 
Pekah.” 

Swearing, lying, killing, stealing, and 
committing adultery quite accurately 
describes what is going on here daily. 
It seems each time the FBI renders a 
report, the gist of it is: “Major crimes 
are on the increase in the U.S.A.” 

“IT will go and return to my place 

. .” (Hos. 5:15).—History repeated 
itself in Israel’s case. The Lord with- 
drew Himself, and His people went 
into captivity. 

When the Lord Jesus came unto His 
own they received Him not. They 
cast Him out and crucified Him. After 
His resurrection He returned to His 
place—the glory which he had before 
the world was. 

Now He waits for them to acknowl- 
edge their offense and seek His face. 
The great tribulation through which 
they must pass will produce that two- 
fold result; after which He will deliver 
and restore them (Ezek. 37:22). 


“Come and let us return unto the 
Lord .. .” (Hos. 6:1)—Dr. Graham 
Scroggie says in Daily Notes: “Only 
He who has torn can heal; only He 
who has smitten can bind. Such a re- 
turn to the Lord is represented as a 
resurrection. The two days and the 
third have been variously interpreted. 
Perhaps the first is the Mosaic Age; 
the second, this Christian Age; and 
the third, the Millennial Age when all 
Israel shall be fully restored.” 

I like the incident about that mother 
in Scotland who had an erring daugh- 
ter. The mother’s heart was broken 
when her daughter cut herself off from 
home, and lived in sin. 


One night, broken and ruined, the 
daughter decided to return to her 
mother. As she approached the house 
in the dead of night, she saw a light 
burning in the cottage and feared that 
her mother was gone or was ill. 

Softly creeping up’ and putting her 
hand on the latch, she found it un- 
locked. As she opened it, a familiar 
voice asked, “Is that you, Janet?” As- 
suring her mother of her identity, she 
asked about the burning light. She 
was informed that it had never been 
put out a night since she left home— 
and the door had never been locked. 
The mother had returned to her place 
until the daughter sought her. And, 
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Here is the sensational Gold 





o the one American in four who doe: not drink, we offer the 

Gold Star Total Abstainers’ Hospitalization Policy, which will 
pay you $100 a week from your first day in the hospital, and will 
continue paying as long as you are there, even for life! 

If you do not drink, and are carrying ordinary hospitalization 
insurance, you are of course helping to pay for the accidents and 
hospital bills of those who do drink. As Mr. R. M. of Chicago said 
when he purchased a Gold Star Policy, “I am in the — plan and 
very much dissatisfied as they seem to favor boozers, and the honest 
person must pay for it.” 

Alcoholism is now our nation’s No. 3 health problem, ranking 
immediately behind heart disease and cancer! Those who drink have 
reduced resistance to infection and are naturally sick more often 
and sick longer than those who do not drink. Why should you help 
pay for their hospitalization? 

Now, for the first time, you can get the newest and very finest 
hospitalization coverage at an unbelievably low rate because the 
Gold Star Policy is offered ONLY to non-drinkers. With this policy, 
you receive $100 a week from the first day and as long as you re- 
main in the hospital! This money is paid you in cash to be used for 
rent, food, hospital, or doctor bills—anything you wish. Your policy 
cannot be cancelled by the company no matter how long you remain 
in the hospital or how often you are sick. And the present low rate 
on your policy can never be raised simply because you get old, or 
have too many claims, but only in the event of a general rate adjust- 
ment up or down for all policyholders! 

One out of every seven people will spend some time in the hos- 
pital this year. Every day, over 43,000 people enter the hospital— 
32,000 of these for the first time! No one knows whose turn will be 
next, whether yours or mine. But we do know that a fall on the 
sidewalk or stairs in your home, or some sudden illness, could put 


Christian Leaders Say: 


Dr. Walter L. Wilson, famous conference speaker: “The 
program which has been initiated by my beloved friend, 
Arthur De Moss, is a splendid one. He ‘is a man of vision 
and integrity, and has undertaken a service which should 
prove to be a real blessing to large numbers of people.” 





Dr. Louis T. Talbot, Chancellor, Bible Institute of Los 
Angeles: “I am happy unreservedly to commend this unu- 
sual insurance coverage. 1 secured it for myself as soon 
as I learned of its unique provisions, superior to any other- 
wise available. I have unbounded confidence in the integ- 
rity of my good friend Arthur De Moss with whom I have 
had happy relationship for a number of years.” 





Dr. John R. Rice, nationally known evangelist: “It has 
been my great joy to know Arthur De Moss for almost nine 
years. I have found him to be a very successful insurance 
man, a trusted and devoted Christian leader in his own 
home city. He gives much time to actual evangelism, Gospel 
preaching, and God has greatly used him in soul-winning.” 





Dr. Hyman Appelman, greatly used evangelist: “God was 
gracious enough to use me to lead Arthur De Moss to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. I have known him intimately. He is 
100% trustworthy. He knows insurance backwards and for- 
wards. When he O.K.’s a thing like the Gold Star Total 
Abstainers’ Plan, it is to be taken at full face value. With- 
out any sort of reservation, I recommend it to everybody.” 





Pays $100 Weekly from pA 


you in the hospital for weeks or months, and could cost thous k 
of dollars. ; 


How would you pay for a long siege in the hospital with ¢ aos 





‘ : a ot non-dr 
doctor bills and expensive drugs and medicines? Many folks oe 
their car, savings, even their home, and are sunk hopelessly ing ™ é 

cited . ‘ pf policy f 
for the rest of their lives. We surely hope this won’t happen to ey 
but please don’t gamble! ne 

d suc 

y wife h: 

Makes It Easy! as to pay 

With a Gold Star Total Abstainers’ Hospitalization Policy, @ gl 
would receive $100 per week in cash as long as you remain in 

: . % Rev. A. 

hospital. Even if you are already covered by another policy, i an 

Gold Star Plan will supplement that coverage, and pay IN ADDm De. M. 

TO your present policy. seh - 

The $100 a week pian costs just $4 for the first month’s present an 


tion for each adult, age 19 through 64, or $40 for twelve full mo 

For each child under age 19, the cost is $3 for a month’s protect 

And for each adult of age 65 through 100, the cost is only § Ch 
month. 





Many folks who already carry some hospitalization will still _— 
the $100 per week Gold Star Policy. However, some who alr “a 
have good coverage elsewhere might want only $50 a week vg 
tional protection to use as supplemental coverage, and this is a¥§ (Includin 
able at just $2 a month, or $20 per year. Children under 19% pays in 
get this coverage for only $1.50 per month; and for folks ovejg hospital 
the rate is $3 per month. This policy is identical with the $100 pq “"” 
except that it pays $50 per week, and the additional benefits vd ~ 
accidental death and loss of eye, foot, or hand are of course h tte heal 
large—but still $1,000 and $3,000. sary. 

Additional Benefits Or 

Pays $2,000 cash for accidental death. Followin: 

Pays $2,000 cash for loss of one hand, one foot or sig a mn 

one eye. j . 

Pays $6,000 cash for “a. dee eyes, both feet, or gg 

ands. 


Pays double the above amounts (up to $12,000) for sped 
travel accidents! 





ie 
The World Mutual Health and Accide 


Insurance Company + 

all, in 
World Mutual has been operating since 1921 and is rated A + Ex pres. Ex: 
(highest rating available) by Dunne’s Insurance Reports, the world’s our law 
rusted ac 


policyholder’s reporting service. By special arrangement with De Moss 
ciates, World Mutual has underwritten this Gold Star Total Abstainery old you 


pitalization Policy. tt back wv 
This plan offered exclusively by turn mé 

e erythin 

De Moss Associates [, 

ome soo 

Valley Forge, Pa. — 

“Special Hospital-Medical Plans for Special People” Poverage 





d Total Abstainers Hospitalization Plan 


ym PAY for LIFE! 


St thous 





Happy Policyholders Write 


Miss J. P. of Harlow, Iowa: “So happy to find a policy like this 


1 with o of non-drinkers. In other policies we pay for those who do drink.” 
ny folks Mr. J. W. B. of Zanesville, Ohio: ‘“‘This is a much-needed type 
lessly Bd bf policy for today, for why should those who do not drink pay for 
PPCD 10 ce who do?” 
Mr. F. S. of Brooksville, Florida: ‘“‘Am so glad someone has 
d such an insurance company for those who do not drink... . 
y wife has a policy in the — Company that will pay $50 per week 
s yours does. I could not get it as I was too old at the time. She 
has to pay $4.50 per month for it, and we are both going to take out 
z h your company and drop the other one. We can get protection 
Policy, ot both of us for only $1.50 more than she is now having to pay!” 
mer Rev. A. R. J. of Brazil, Indiana: “We are now insured with 
Policy, nother company. This, however, looks good and is less expensive.” 
IN am Dr. M. J. G. of Elm Hall, Michigan: “I am very much interested 
n hospital insurance for myself and my family. We have — at 
nth’s rire nt and it is very high in cost.” 
full mo 
S protect 
s only (Check These Remarkable Features: 











@ No aut tic age ter 

@ Immediate coverage! Full bene- 
fits go into effect noon of the 
day your policy is issued. 

@ No limit on number of times 
you can collect. 

@ Pays from the very first day in 
hospital. 

@ No policy fees or enrollment 


Guaranteed renewable. (Only 
YOU can cancel) 


Good in any accredited hos- 
pital anywhere in the world! 
tan). ) 

9 yh 


ill still 
who alr 
week 
this is 
der 19 
Iks ovel 
$100 p 
benefits 





Pays in addition to any other 
hospital insurance you may 
carry. 

All benefits paid directly to 








you in cash! fees! 
— No health examination neces- @ Ten-day money-back guaran- 
tee! 


sary. 


Only Conditions Not Covered 


Following are the only conditions this policy does not cover: preg- 


od , childbirth or miscarriage; suicide; any act of war; pre-existing 
ditions; Workmen’s Compensation cases; or hospitalization caused 


by the use of alcoholic beverages or narcotics. Everything else IS 


it, or 
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MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 


We'll mail your policy to your home. No salesman will 
all. In the privacy of your own home, read the policy 
bver. Examine it carefully. Have the policy checked by 


ide 







+ Be 
rid‘s spur lawyer, your doctor, your Christian friends or some 
, MossMmtusted advisor. Make sure it provides exactly what-we’ve 
ainer! Mold you it does. Then, if you are not fully satisfied, mail 


tt back within 10 days, and we'll refund your money by 
turn mail, with no questions asked. So, you see, you have 
erything to gain and nothing to lose! Fair enough? 


We trust that your turn to enter the hospital will not 
ome soon. But please remember, once the doctor tells you 
nat you need to go to the hospital, it’s too late to buy 
rOVerage at any price. So mail your application today! 
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My occupation is 


My beneficiary is 


Senior Citizen’s Policy 


Those over 65 frequently find it difficult to get hospitalization insurance. 


De Moss Associates offer a special Senior Citizen’s Policy for those betw 


65 and 100 at only $6.00 per month, or $60 per year, offering identically 
the same liberal benefits as the standard Gold Star $100 policy. Those 


taking out a policy before 65 pay only the standard $4.00 per month rate 


even after they reach 65. 


RUSH COUPON NOW 





TO ASSURE YOUR PROTECTION 


SST760 


APPLICATION TO 


World Mutual Health and Accident Ins. Co. of Penna. 


I also hereby apply for coverage for the members of my family listed below: 


Name Date of Birth Age 


Relationship Beneficiary 














> | |X 














(A) Do you — all members listed above certify that you do not use alcohol? 


es 0 No 


(B) Do you and all members listed above certify that you are in sound and healthy 
condition as iad and 5 < Aa ie to the best of your belief and knowledge? 


es 


¥ no, please state details including operations, sickness or disabilities during the past 
ve years: 








(C) Do you hereby apply to the World Mutual Health and Accident Ins. Co. of Penna. 
for a policy based on the understanding that the policy as for does not cover 


conditions originating prior to the date of insurance, and 


and entirely in reliance upon the written answers to the pada h questions? 


( ) $4 for each adult, age 19-64, for ist 

() ~ é fos 12 months’ protection for each 

( ) $3 for 1st month’s protection for each 

| ( ) $30 for 12 months’ protection for each 
child 

( ) $6 for ist month’s protection for each 


( ) $60 for your Senior Citizen’s Policy 


Yes OJ No 0 


Signed: X 


I am enclosing: for: 
Plan A (pays $100/week) Pian B (pays $50/week) 


( ) $2 for each adult, age 19-64, 
month’s protection 


month’s protection 


( ) $1.50 for 1st month’s 


child under age 19 each child under age 1 


adult, age 65-100 
( ) $30 for your Senior Citizen’s 
for 12 months 


adult, age 65-100 
for 12 months 


Mail this application with your first premium to— 


DE MOSS ASSOCIATES—Valley Forge, Pa. 


t the policy is issued solely 


for ist 


( ) $20 for 12 months’ protection for each 
adult 

poe for 

( ) $15 for 12 months’ protection for each 
child 


( ) $3 for Ist month’s protection for each 


Policy 
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POSITION OPEN 


Teacher of Speech and Lipreading, on short leave 
of absence, to assist in setting up such program in 
West Africa. Apply: 
CHRISTIAN MISSION FOR DEAF AFRICANS 
General Director, P.O. Box 1297 
Accra, Ghana, West Africa 





“ARE YOU WAITING?” 


A personalized tract—as if you had written it to 

someone. Lists Scripture verses — in personal 

work. Can be used almost everywhere. SEND for 

free sample, and if suitable for your need, you may 

_ for aS many as you can use—free and postage 
ee. 


COOK CHRISTIAN TRAINING SCHOOL 
Box 7158 Phoenix, Arizona 





PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


¥ WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 





DEPT. 102, SCRANTON 2, PA. 








SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


Evangelical Christianity to no longer 
by-pass our American Negroes in its 
prayers and interest. Carver Bible Insti- 
tute serves in: Bible Institute Day and 
Night Schools; free Bible courses by 
mail; literature distribution. We enjoy: 
confidence of thousands of Negroes; 
assistance of white visiting teachers. Let 
us be your agents in extending sound 
doctrine to our brethren of a minority 
group. Investigation invited. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Atlanta, Ga. 


Talmage Payne, Director 
Talmadge Sutton, Dean 
James Hightower, Superintendent 


THE LORD IS WORKING 
in HOLY LAND 

























Rev. Leon sen -, Founder and General 
Director, with two of our orphans 
Our obligations to needy children increase. 
Conditions there are the Lord’s challenge 
for your cooperation, prayers and help. 
“WHO WILL BE THE LORD’S HELP- 
ING HANDS?” 


HEADQUARTERS: 
The American European Bethel Mission, Inc. 


252 N. Dillon St., Dept. ST, Los Angeles 26, California 
ta 
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in her affliction, she sought her earn- 
estly. 

“For I desired mercy, and not sacri- 
fice .. .” (Hos. 6:6).—Our Lord’s use 
of this verse (Matt. 9:13; 12:7) reveals 
the precious fact that God desires to 
show mercy to Israel—and to us—ra- 
ther than demand sacrifices from us! 


Wawona, CALIF. 





Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, I don’t know anything 
that more clearly places the mark 

of a gentleman on a fellow than quiet, 
reverent pew behavior. It not only 
shows the spirit of worship, but it is 
also the evidence of good breeding. It 
reflects credit on a fellow’s parents. I’m 
sure that if he thought about it seri- 
ously no fellow would want to show 
disrespect for God—for Jesus Christ— 
in whose honor and worship a church 
service is in progress, but through care- 
lessness he might do that very thing. 
The shepherd-prophet, Amos, is teach- 
ing us in today’s lesson some of the 
things which God expects when His 
people assemble to worship Him—and 
that is what a church service is for. 
Here are some suggestions which, if 
followed, would go far toward making 
a service an honor to the Lord, refresh- 
ing, reviving, and a blessing to all. 


1. Come on time. There are few 
greater hindrances to a good start in a 
service than to have people straggling 
in during the first twenty minutes. Give 
the service the same respect you would 
give a train or a bus if you were tak- 
ing a trip. Allow a few minutes mar- 
gin, and listen, boy, if you are willing 
to do this you will make a wonderful 
discovery: while you sit there waiting 
for the service to begin just lift up 
your heart to the Lord and ask Him to 
bless you in it—and all the other folks 
around you. You will be surprised at 
what it does for you. And little as 
you may think it, the preacher will be 
helped by it, too—and the choir and 
the ushers. 


2. Sit quietly and reverently. I have 
actually seen people come into church 
chewing gum—or something. Chewed 
all through the service. That is not 
only bad manners, but it could be dis- 
concerting to the preacher. There is a 
little Negro church in a Florida village 
—a very humble and poorly equipped 
shack of a building (I have been in it) 
which bears at least one mark of re- 
spectability. Printed in crude lettering 
over the front door is this legend: 
“Please leave your chewing gum out- 
side.” That is a lot better than park- 
ing it under the seat. 


3. Don’t take a back seat—if there 


are vacant ones farther front. Of 
course, there are exceptions; but, as a 
rule, it is just as though you are saying, 
“TI don’t know that I will care very 
much for this, so I’ll sit where it’s easy 


to get out if I don’t like it.” It would 
be difficult for you to realize how it 
helps and cheers the preacher to see 
the worshiperss passing empty seats at 
the back and coming up to the empty 
ones in front. Too, by doing this you 
reduce the probability of distractions 
by putting them behind you. Remem- 
ber, you are there to worship God and 
get a spiritual blessing. 

4. Pick up a hymnbook and join in 
the singing. If you really cannot sing 
(often a false excuse), hold the book 
open and follow the hymn with your 
eyes. There is usually something in- 
spiring in it, and you will be joining in 
that part of the worship, though si- 
lently. Indeed, every part of the serv- 
ice is designed for you to share in it— 
even the offering. 

5. Really worship—‘in spirit and in 
truth”; this is the heart of the lesson 
from Amos today. More than seven 
centuries later, our Lord Jesus empha- 
sized it as He spoke to the woman at 
the well of Sychar. “God is a Spirit,” 
He said, “and they that worship him 
must worship him in spirit and in 
truth.” “True worshippers,” He said, 
“shall worship the Father in spirit and 
in truth: for the Father seeketh such 
to worship him” (John 4: 23, 24). 

Some people go to church because it 
is the respectable thing to do, others to 
meet friends and acquaintances, some 
to hear the fine music by e trained 
choir, some to get an intellectual feast 
from a “popular preacher,” and some 
because they belong to a church-going 
family and it has become a habit. That 
is all very well as far as it goes, and is 
better than staying away; but with all 
of it they could miss the blessing and 
fail to honor God at all. “Man’s chief 
end is to glorify God, and to enjoy 
him for ever,” and one of God’s ap- 
pointed ways to do that is to assemble 
with God’s people, and worship Him 
with all the heart. 





My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


IRST thing this morning let us re- 
view the first two verses of He- 
brews 1, and then learn the first half 
of the third verse. This quarter we 
are learning how God spoke in time 
past unto the fathers by the prophets, 
but at the same time let us remember 
how He has spoken to us in these last 
days “by his Son.” 
Our last three lessons told how the 
Lord spoke through the Prophet Amos. 
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July 9, 1960 (Lesson for July 24) 


This morning, and the next two Sun- 
days, we will read some things God 
spoke through the Prophet Hosea. 

Hosea prophesied about the same 
time as Amos, but over a longer period 
of time. Jeroboam II was reigning in 
Israel during the time of Amos’s proph- 
ecy. Read Hosea 1:1. This shows that 
Jeroboam II was king of Israel when 
Hosea prophesied also. The people of 
the northern kingdom still worshiped 
the golden calves set up by JeroboamI. 

During the time of Hosea’s prophecy, 
Judah had four kings: Uzziah and 
Jotham who did right in the sight of 
the Lord, Ahaz who was one of Judah’s 
worst kings, and Hezekiah, one of their 
best. 

After Israel rebelled against the house 
of David, they never had one good 
king, so their country went bad faster 
than Judah. In the Book of Hosea 
there is some praise of Judah but none 
at all of Israel. 

In chapter 1, God told Hosea to love 
and marry an immoral woman. This 
seemed strange and sad, but it was to 
picture God’s love for Israel, even 
though they had forsaken Him. 

Let us read Hosea 4:1-3 to see some 
of the sins of which Israel was guilty. 
On one side of the board we will write 
the sins of omission: no truth, no mercy, 
no knowledge of God. On the other 
side the sins of commission: swearing, 
lying, killing, stealing, and committing 
adultery. How sad that a_ nation 
founded by such godly men as Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, could descend 
to such a shocking state! 

Here are some references for differ- 
ent ones of you to look up that give 
some of the reasons for Israel’s down- 
fall: (1) “They have left off to take 
heed to the Lord” (Hos. 4:10). (2) 
“They have not known the Lord” (5: 
4). (3) “There is none among them 
that calleth unto me” (7:7). (4) “They 
have not cried unto me with their 
heart” (v. 14). (5) “I have written 
to him the great things of my law, but 
they were counted as a strange thing” 
(8:12). (6, 7) “Israel hath forgotten 
his Maker” (v. 14; 13:6). 

Seven times over in the Book of 
Deuteronomy, Israel was commanded 
to love the Lord. They certainly had 
reason to love Him. In the first place, 
He was their creator or maker. Then 
He had called Abraham to Palestine 
and given him that rich country. The 
Lord had made their ancestor Joseph, 
Chief Ruler of Egypt, and had later 
delivered their nation from Egyptian 
bondage by the hand of His servant 
Moses. God had supplied all their 
needs, even giving them bread from 
Heaven and water from the rock. He 
had brought them safely to the Prom- 
ised Land and subdued their enemies 
before them. He had prospered their 
country so much that in the days of 
Solomon, Israel was the richest land on 
earth. He had given the people His 
holy Word and a place where they 
could meet with Him. Again and 
again He had sent prophets to them to 
Temind them of God’s love and to 











warn them against idolatry and other 
sins. 

But instead of loving the Lord, as 
we have just read, they forgot Him; 
they disobeyed Him, they neglected His 
Word and prayer. Nothing cools love 
for God more than disobedience to Him 
and neglect of Bible reading and prayer. 

God has done more for us than He 
did for the nation of Israel. He wants 
our hearts just as much as He desired 
theirs. If we neglect His Word and 
prayer, we are almost certain to love 
worldly things more than we love Him! 
Today we are not tempted to worship 
idols of wood and stone, but if we love 
anything more than we love God, it 
can become an idol. Read James 4:4. 
The Lord calls Christians who love 
other things more than God, “adulterers 
and adulteresses.” What a_ terrible 
name! The whole Bible shows that 
adultery is a very great sin which al- 
ways brings tragic consequences. But 
turning from God to the world, is spir- 
itual adultery, and is also a very great 
sin. 

No doubt Hosea’s unhappy marriage 
made him hate adultery and helped 
him to understand better how the Lord 
hated Israel’s unfaithfulness to Him, 
even though He still loved His people 
and longed for their repentance and 
restoration. 

Let us also hate immorality of all 
kinds, including spiritual adultery! 
Then let us think often of our Saviour 
and His changeless love, pray to Him, 
and read and obey His Word. Then 
our love for Him will grow. This will 
rejoice His heart, and it will also bring 
happiness to us. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 


we 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 538) 

1. His wife proved unfaithful and 
forsook him and his children. 

2. Gomer. 

3. He continued to love his wife. 

4. The Lord continued to love un- 
faithful Israel. 

5. They will be restored when they 
return to Him in repentance. 

6. Two sins indulged in were swear- 
ing and lying. 

7. He would hide His face only until 
they acknowledged their sin. 

8. “In their affliction they will seek 
me early” (Hos. 5:15). 

9. He hewed them by the prophets 
by speaking sharply through these 
prophets. 

10. Mercy and the knowledge of God 
are more important than sacrifice (6: 
6). 

West PaLm BEACH, FLA. 
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Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 








DR. WILLIAM CULBERTSON 
President of Moody Bible Institute 


speaks on the fundamentals 
of the faith. 


Redemption 


“Because God offers salvation full and 
free, some men have the idea that it is 
cheap. It seems to be a truism that men 
do not appreciate. that which costs them 
nothing. So there are undoubtedly those 
who pass by the gracious offer of God, for 
they think that unless they earn a thing, 
it must be worthless. 

“But the salvation of God cannot be 
earned. It is not of works (Ephesians 2:9; 
Titus 3:5). It is to him that worketh not, 
but believeth (Romans 4:5). So there 
must be the leveling of human pride, if 
men are to know redemption. 

“Yet let us be emphatic that, even so, 
salvation is not cheap. It cost our Lord 
greatly. Who can penetrate the depths of 
His agony, His suffering, His grief? We 
must stand baffled and perplexed so far as 
the price of our redemption is concerned. 
It is true that 
‘.. . none of the ransomed ever knew 

How deep were the waters crossed; 

Nor how dark was the night that the Lord 
passed through 

Ere He found His sheep that was lost.’ 

“It is for this reason that the child of 
God finds strength, humility, comfort and 
help as he meditates on the cross. Here he 
learns to be truly thankful. 

“But is there no cost to us? As believers 
we have nothing to pay for salvation; as 
disciples God demands our all.” 

Every Christian should have a copy of 
Dr. Culbertson’s book, God’s Provision for 
Holy Living, a happy blending of Bible 
study and practical exhortation. 112 pages, 
paper bound. For your free copy, write 
Moody Bible Institute, Dept. S-0-866, 820 
N. LaSalle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois. 
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McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search, reprints of the original 1879 
revised editions of the famous McGuffey’s Readers have 
been completed and you can now — exact copies at the 
following low prices POSTPAL 






6th Reader... $4.25 
OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SY-7, Rowan, lowa 


RIVERVIEW ACADEMY 
A Christian Secondary School 
Write for catalogue, rates, etc. 
COLLEGE PREPARATORY COURSE 
Dr. John J. McCall, President 
RIVERVIEW ACADEMY 


Shark River Hills, Neptune, N. J. 
“Where Christ Is Honored” 


Co-educational Grades 7-12 














CATHOLICS 


Here is a proven and 
timely message by for- 
mer Roman priest 
Charles Chiniquy. In 
this tender testimony 
the power of the Word 
of God is clearly con- 
trasted with the * ‘tradi- 
tions of men.’ 
Write for sample copy 
THE CONTINENTAL PRESS 
123 North 8th Street e 
Philadelphia 6, Pa. @ 
Authoritive * Informative »* Inspiring 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 18th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1960 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
God Never Wearies, but . . —The 

Lord hath a controversy with the in- 
habitants of the land (Hos. 4:1). In 
one of his great speeches as Prime 
Minister of Britain, Sir Winston 
Churchill said: “We and all the nations 
stand at this hour in human history 
before the portals of supreme catas- 
trophe. What ought we to do? Which 
way can we turn to save our lives and 
the future of the world?” Then with 
a pathos which the sage old man ob- 
viously felt, he said: “It does not mat- 
ter so much to old people; they are 
going to die soon anyway. But I find 
it poignant to look at youth in all its 
activity and ardour, and, most of all, 
to. watch little children playing their 
merry games, and wonder what would 
be before them if God wearied of man- 





Enjoy Dr. Ryrie’s article in this issue 
—then read his “logical and scholarly” 


BASIS OF THE PREMILLENNIAL FAITH 


“A most satisfying exposition,” said Dr. V. R. 
Edman of this study of “the blessed hope”—the 
return of our Lord Jesus for His Church. 


By Charles C. Ryrie 


Order from your Christian bookstore or from 


LOIZEAUX BROTHERS, Inc., 19 W. 21st Street, New York 10 














sheet 814x11 inches. 


Co., 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 








The Role of the Sunday School. By J. Edgar Hoover, Director, F.B.I. 
This reprint of Mr. Hoover’s article on the role of the Sunday school dur- 
ing this period of great crime and juvenile delinquency is printed on a single 
There is ample white space on the reverse side for 
churches and Sunday schools to stamp or print their names and addresses, 
hours of services, and invitations to attend. 3 cents each; 25 cents for 12; 
$1.50 for 100; $6 for 500; $10 for 1,000. Order from The Sunday School Times 

















accounted for. 





Campa Indian, Peru 


being opened as the Lord leads. 


e “ ” 
FREE BOOKLET Write for + rae monthly bulletin ‘‘Amazon Valley Indian,’ gladly 


sent on reques' 





SOUTH AMERICA INDIAN MISSION, INC. 
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915 Came — Only 300 Expected 


The Campa Indians, knowing that smallpox is a deadly disease, hastened to 
our clinic for vaccination. 
They came in canoes from up river and down river, eager to 
arrive before the supply of vaccine ran out. If only they were as eager to 
receive the gospel—but the work goes on and souls are won. 


REACHING JUNGLE AREAS 


It is a gratifying privilege to make Christ known to 
receptive souls in remote areas. Help us reach the 
Amazon Tribes in South America. Your prayers and aid 
can bring them saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
the SAIM now has over 110 missionaries, 29 main stations, Bible Institutes in 
Bolivia, Brazil and Peru, 20 Gospel Day Schools, new stati and 





Fathers made sure that the whole family was 





Founded in 1914, 





1404 FORSYTHE ST. 
WEST PALM BEACH, FLA. 
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kind.” The great statesman voiced the 
thoughts and feelings of most thinking 
people. He was right in his stark real- 
ism when he said that mankind was 
placed in a position “both measureless 
and laden with doom.”—From the Pro- 
phetic News. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng. Prize illustration. 


Full Steam Astern!—I will go and 
return to my place, till they acknowl- 
edge their offence, and seek my face: 
in their affliction they will seek me 
early (Hos. 5:15). Believe it or not! 
The Calgary Albertan (July 15) tells 
the “rather bizarre story of a confused 
sea captain making his maiden voyagé 
up the St. Lawrence Seaway. The cap- 
tain, instead of entering the Welland 
Canal, steamed up the Niagara River 
toward Niagara Falls. He didn’t dis- 
cover his mistake until a stunned fish- 
erman saw the huge freighter steaming 
toward the turbulent rapids and whirl- 
pools below the Falls. The fisherman 
waved frantically to the bridge and 
shouted that the ship was off course. 
Lacking turning room, the captain 
ordered full steam astern.” 

Is there not in this incident a perfect 
picture of many a sinner—off course 
and oblivious of the fact. “Captain of 
your soul,” you are bent on going your 
own way, ignorant of the fact that it 
is leading you only to ruin and despair. 
Before you are the rapids of death. 
How will your frail bark be able to 
withstand the strain and stress? Un- 
less you repent—“order full steam 
astern”—you are doomed to destruction. 
Your present route will never lead you 
to your “desired haven.” Invite the 
Master Pilot on board, and He will take 
control of your “little boat” and steer 
you in safety Homeward and Heaven- 
ward.—From Prairie Overcomer. Sent 
by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


Because God Is Love.—He hath smit- 
ten, and he will bind us up (Hos. 6:1). 
It is a great thing to realize that hu- 
man sin and failure do not alter the 
love of God toward those who have 
offended Him so grievously. He loves 
us, not on account of anything merito- 
rious that He sees in us, but simply 
because of what He is in Himself. “God 
is love.” This is not what He does, 
but what He is. It is His very nature. 
And loving us, He has Himself pro- 
vided a way for our forgiveness in the 
first place, when we come to Him as 
needy sinners, and our _ restoration, 
when we fail, even after we have known 
His grace in this initial sense. We 
wrong Him if we doubt His love or if 
we give in to despair when our awak- 
ened consciences accuse us of base 
ingratitude and colossal iniquity in hav- 
ing offended against so holy a God 
and so loving a Saviour—From “The 
Continual Burnt Offering,” by H. A. 
Ironside. Sent by Grace Robinson, 
Topeka, Kans. 


God’s Flood Tide Cleanses and Frees. 
—After two days will he revive us... 
and we shall live in his sight (Hos. 6:2). 
I made a visit to the east coast of Eng- 
land, where I looked out over a stretch 
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of oozy slime and ill-smelling mud. 
There were the barges, high and dry, 
lying on their sides. No matter what 
cargo they carried, or how skillful the 
captain, they were on the mud. It 
would have availed them nothing to 
heave the anchor or hoist the sail. But 
as I watched, I saw the remedy—God 
turned the tide! In swept the waters 
of the sea and buried the mud, and 
then came the breath of sweetness and 
life. It flowed in about the barges, 
and instantly all was activity. Then 
heave-ho with the anchor, then hoist 
the sails, then forth upon some errand 
of good! So it is that we stand looking 
out upon many a dreadful evil that 
fills us with dismay—drunkenness, gam- 
bling, impurity. Is there any remedy? 
We want the flood tide, the gracious 
outpouring of the Spirit—From Mark 
Guy Pearse. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Blue Springs, Nebr. 


The Saviour Shows Through.—Then 
shall we know, if we follow on to 
know the Lord: his going forth is pre- 
pared as the morning; and he shall 
come unto us as the rain, as the latter 
and former rain unto the earth (Hos. 
6:3). A man who had been an unbe- 
liever gave the following account of 
his conversion: “I helped an old blind 
woman across the street one day where- 
upon she put out her hand to me and 
said, ‘Do you love my blessed Saviour?’ 
The look of deep content and her joy- 
ful tones made me realize, as never 
before, that He who could suffice 
to make one so helpless to be bright 
and glad, must be no myth, but a 
blessed Saviour indeed.”—From_ the 
Christian Herald. Sent by Mrs. J. 
Shields, Toronto, Ont., Can. 


Love Grown Cold.—Your goodness is 
as a morning cloud, and as the early 
dew it goeth away (Hos. 6:4). 


One truly solemn thought 
Comes to me o’er and o’er: 
I’m farther off from God today 

Than e’er I’ve been before. 


I’m farther from His Home, 
And more contented here; 

I’ve followed worldly ways so far 
I’m holding Him less dear. 


Once like a little child 
I stood beside His knee 

With perfect confidence and love, 
Just as His child should be. 


Could Time bear aught away 
So priceless as the love, 

The love that binds a child to one 
Great loving heart above! 


—From Guy D. Wallace, in the United 
Presbyterian. Sent by Grace Robin- 
son, Topeka, Kans. 


The Cross Is a Sign.—I desired mercy, 
and not sacrifice; and the knowledge 
of God more than burnt-offerings (Hos. 
6:6, Golden Text). Recently in one of 
the orthodox synagogues of Brooklyn 
during certain days of repentance and 
prayer, Jews were seen lying on their 
faces before God, crying to Him for 
protection upon their persecuted breth- 
Ten, especially in Russia. One elderly 
Jew lifted up his hands toward Heaven 
and in an agony of sou) cried out: “Oh, 
that Thou wouldst rend the heavens 
and come down .. . Lord,” he said, 
“send Messiah, and should Jesus of the 
Gentiles be the one, grant us a sign 
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that we may be sure that it is really 
so, and forgive our guilt toward Him.” 
—From The Watchman Examiner. Sent 
by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


God Wants Our Love 
(Hos. 6:3, 4, 6) 

RITE a word or two for answer: 

(1) How did God speak to people 
in Old Testament times? By —————— 
(2) How has God spoken to us? (3) 
What prophet took care of sheep? 
(4) What kind of fruit did he pick? 
(5) What gold animal was worshiped 
for God? (6, 7) Name two ways peo- 
ple cheated. (8) Were the judges fair? 
(9) How did the rich people spend 
their time? (10) What would happen 
to them? 

How many have read Amos’s Book? 
How many have memorized a verse from 
Amos? A little award for good work 
can be a shepherd’s crook, cut from 
brown paper, to be placed at the Book 
of Amos. 

While Amos was thundering at the 
bad people of Israel about their sins 
and how God would punish them, a 
younger man who lived there was 


thinking: “But God still loves them. 
I know He does. It is like Gomer 
and me.” 


Gomer and Hosea were a young mar- 
ried couple. (Place figures on the flan- 
nelboard for each of the family.) 
Gomer must have been pretty, and 
she loved to wear fine clothes and have 
a good time. After she was married, 
she did not like to stay home, tend to 
her housework, and care for her fam- 
ily. No, indeed, she wanted to have 
a good time! She would be gone from 
home a while, out with other men, 
her “boy friends”! It was very wrong. 
God’s rule is “Thou shalt not commit 
adultery”’—no boy friend except your 
own husband. Even after the babies 
came, the home was not happy. There 
was Jezreel, the first boy. His name 
had the idea of punishment coming. 
Next was a girl, and Hosea named 
her Not-Loved. Then came a baby 
boy, and he was named Not-My-People. 
Then Gomer disappeared; she did not 
come home at all! Did Hosea get a 
divorce? No. He still loved Gomer; 
he felt very bad that she did not love 
him, too. 

Months went by. Then one day 
Hosea saw her. Pretty? happy? hav- 
ing a good time? No, a slave! Did 
Hosea say, “Serves you right!” or look 
the other way and hurry by? Neither. 
He hurried home, got what money he 
had—fifteen. dollars we might call it 
—and a bushel and a half of barley to 
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make up the rest of the price, and 
bought Gomer from her master. Then 
he’ took her home again. That was 
how much he loved her in spite of how 
bad she had been! Gomer was going 
to stay home for a while now, and 
then she and Hosea would have a 
happy home once more. 

“That is how God loves people,” 
thought Hosea. “Even though they 
have been bad, He will take them back.” 
Hosea put it in a poem: 
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Come! 
Let us go back to the Lord! 
He has wounded us, and He will sew us up. 
He has hurt us, and He will bandage us up. 
Let us get acquainted with the Lord. 
Let us go on to know Him. 
His coming is as sure as morning light. 
He will come to us like autumn rain, 
Like spring showers watering the ground. 
(Hos. 6:1, 3, a free rendering) 
But did the people really love God? 
Hosea put God’s words in the poem: 
What shall I do with you, Ephraim? 
What shall I do with you, Judah? 
Your love is like the morning mist, 
Like the dew disappearing early. 
It is love I long for, not sacrifice, 
Knowing God rather than burnt offerings. 
(vv. 4, 6, a free rendering) 
Pupils may prepare Hosea’s family 
for small flannelboards, or stand-ups, 
or posters. Locate their names in 
Hosea 1:3-9, and explain God’s appli- 
cation to Israel. Compare with the 
story of the prodigal son (Luke 15:11, 
24), and with God’s love in John 3: 
16. “Therefore thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God, and keep .. . his com- 
mandments, alway” (Deut. 11:1, Mem- 
ory Verse). 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OD’S people should have loved the 

Lord Jesus with all their hearts. 
He had done many wonderful things 
for them all through their history. He 
had worked miracles to feed them, 
miracles to protect them, miracles to 
provide drinking water for them. They 
should have loved Him dearly. Instead, 
I am sorry to say, they had turned 
their backs on Him. They did not wor- 
ship Him. They prayed to false, make- 
believe gods—gods of the heathen. He 
had warned them (Exod. 20:4, 5) that 
He would punish those who worshiped 
anyone or anything else. So far had 
they gone into sin that even their con- 
Sciences did not bother them—as your 
conscience bothers you when you do 
wrong. 

So God sent prophets—His messen- 
gers—to tell them of their sin, and of 
the punishment they would receive if 
they did not repent and turn from 
their sin. Hosea was one of the prophets 
who warned God’s people. Hosea urged 
God’s people to follow God, which, he 
said, was their duty. Indeed it was! 
They belonged to God. He had cared 
for them. Certainly they should follow 
Him. More than anything else, God 
wants obedience. But His people did 
not obey. They did not ask forgiveness 
of their sin. And God punished them 
severely, just as Prophet Hosea warned. 

God is holy. God hates sin. Sin 
will be punished. If you have never 
received the Lord Jesus, who will for- 
give sin, please do so today. 

Among Us Teachers: Last week we 
mentioned the importance of leading 
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each child to Christ—especially during 
the Primary years. Perhaps you are 
timid about this, thinking that such 
an important matter should be left to 
the pastor or the visiting speaker on 


decision day. No, indeed! Do not give 
this privilege to another, dear teacher. 
You are the one who is nearest to your 
children. Yours can be the indescrib- 
able joy of bearing these youngsters 
in Christ. 

A few simple things should be com- 
mitted to memory. Anyone outside of 
Christ—whether 5 or 85—needs to see: 

(1) His need of salvation (Rom. 3: 
23). 

(2) The way of salvation 
15:3, 4). 

(3) That he must accept salvation 
(Eph. 2:8, 9; John 1:12). 

(4) That he has salvation—give him 
assurance (John 3:16). 

(5) That he must witness to some- 
one else (Rom. 10:9, 10). 

You will not, of course, use all of 
these Scripture references. This would 
be confusing to anyone and especially 
to a Primary child. The references are 
for your own help. With children, it 
is very effective to use the Wordless 
Book' when going over these matters. 
(You will go from one thought to the 
next without mentioning the above out- 
line.) The black page, which reminds 
us of the darkness of sin, shows our 
need of salvation. The red page, which 
speaks of the precious blood of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, shows us the way 
of salvation—He died for us. The white 
page helps us to see that when we ac- 
cept salvation, we are cleansed—He for- 
gives our sin. The gold page speaks 
of everlasting life—our assurance of 
salvation. The green cover page 
speaks of growing things. The way the 
Christian grows in his new life is by 
reading God’s Word, praying, and wit- 
nessing about the Lord Jesus to others. 

If you hesitate to deal with your 
children about their souls, practice on 
the Christian members of your family. 
Talk with them as you would with a 
child. Encourage them to pretend that 
they are children. Ask them to sug- 
gest ways in which you could make 
the Gospel more clear and plain. Strive 
for simplicity. If you cannot practice 
with a sympathetic loved one, practice 
alone. But do it audibly. Imagine 
you have a child in the room with 
you—think of a specific child in your 
class, one that, to the best of your 
knowledge, has not received the Sav- 
iour. And pray, pray, pray! May the 
Lord give you the great joy of be- 
coming the spiritual parent to every 
child that you teach. 


(1 Cor. 





1 May be obtained from International Child 
Evangelism Fellowship, 64 N. Mulberry, Mans- 
field, Ohio, 10 cents each. 
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It is undoubtedly true, though few 
will believe it, that religion and piety 
are the best friends to outward pros- 
perity.—Matthew Henry. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, July 24 


3. Our Problems 
(1 Pet. 5:6-11; Jer. 32:27) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

IKE the two earlier meetings in 

which we considered “Our Prayers” 
and “Our Songs,” this week’s topic in 
the series on “Midsummer Musings” may 
with profit be planned to be held out of 
doors around a campfire, or, if the 
meeting must be held indoors, around 
an artificial campfire with lights sub- 
dued. 

4 


Keep in mind that a heavy psycholog- 
ical analysis of youth tensions and 
stresses is not the purpose of the meet- 
ing, but rather a simple discussion of 
some of the problems and difficulties 
that members of your group are facing 
is the thought, with the purpose of 
learning what light the Scriptures throw 
on these situations, and how others have 
been led to meet and solve similar 
problems in the light of God’s Word. 


bd 


It goes without saying that the leader 
should keep the discussions free from 
any subjects that are not suitable for a 
mixed group. As far as is possible, the 
problems should be those that are real 
and common to many in the group. It 
may be well to speak to several of your 
members before the meeting, suggesting 
that they be prepared to tell briefly 
about “The greatest problem I had to 
meet in high school,” or “Some prob- 
lems of my college days, and how God 
helped me to solve them,” or “Some 
problems I have had to face as a Chris- 
tian.” Problems of finding time for 
Bible reading and prayer, and the prob- 
lems of finding the right companions, and 
problems of recreation may also be sug- 
gested as the meeting proceeds, and a 
spontaneous discussion encouraged. 


bd 


As in the two earlier meetings in this 
series, the topic should not be left with 
merely a variety of opinions expressed. 
The leader of the meeting or the coun- 
sellor or the pastor should point the 
way to finding the real solution to every 
problem by presenting it to God and 
asking His direction, and trusting Him 
to guide through His Word, by the im- 
press of His Holy Spirit on hearts and 
minds through the counsel of trusted 
Christian friends, and through His di- 
vinely directed circumstances. 

wg 

The first Scripture portion chosen for 
this week points the way to those who 
honestly want God’s solution for every 
problem. It is the way of humility, not 
trusting in our own wisdom (1 Pet. 5: 
6). It is the way of trust, turning all 
concern and anxiety over to God in the 
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assurance that He cares and will send 
the answer (v. 7). It is the way of 
vigilance and sobriety, recognizing that 
our great Enemy will deceive and con- 
fuse and mislead us if he can, and that 
he must be resisted by God’s grace (vv. 
8, 9). It is the way of confidence, rec- 
ognizing that God’s great purpose in 
dealing with us in every circumstance 
or problem, to establish and strengthen 
us and make us complete in Christ (v. 
10). 
ye 

The second Scripture portion for this 
week brings us the assurance that no 
matter how difficult or seemingly im- 
possible may be a problem, nothing is 
too hard for God (Jer. 32:27). With that 
assurance we may go forward con- 
fidently knowing that it is our 
Heavenly Father’s good pleasure to lead 
us and direct us into the very best that 
could possibly come inte our lives. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Unspeakable Love 
(Continued from page 532) 


its enormity, “in bringing many sons 
unto glory” (Heb. 2:10). 

9. Sweat is a result of sin. In pro- 
nouncing judgment upon “the first 
Adam” God said: “In the sweat of thy 
face shalt thou eat bread” (Gen. 3:19). 
Sweat is produced by heat, exertion, 
embarrassment, fear. Concerning our 
Lord’s experience in Gethsemane, Dr. 
Luke recorded this fact: “And being in 
an agony he prayed more earnestly: 
and his sweat was as it were great drops 
of blood falling down to the ground” 
(Luke 22:44). Our blessed Lord must 
drain the cup of anguish to the last 
drop. But He has left us His peace 
(John 14:27). 

10. Thorns and thistles are the result 
of sin (Gen. 3:18). “And when they 
had platted a crown of thorns, they put 
it upon his head” (Matt. 27:29). 
Representatively speaking, humanity 
reached out its hands and gathered and 
platted a crown of the thorns which had 
come into being by the awful sin of “the 
first Adam,” and pressed that crown 
upon the sacred head of the Son of God. 
And now “we see Jesus, who was made 
a little lower than the angels for the 
suffering of death, crowned with glory 
and honour; that he by the grace of 
God should taste death for every man” 
(Heb. 2:9). In return for this crown of 
thorns which we platted and pressed 
upon His head He is offering a crown of 
life, a crown of rejoicing, a crown of 
gold, a crown of righteousness and a 
crown of glory. Hallelujah! . 

11. Death came into the’ world 
through the sin of “the first Adam.” 
“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin... .” 
(Rom. 5:12). See also 1 Corinthians 


15:21, 22. It is not possible for us to ap- 
preciate the solemnity of that utterance 
by God to Adam: “For in the day that 
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely 
die” (Gen. 2:17). 


It is not likely that 
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Adam himself comprehended the full 
import of that warning. There was no 
death in the world, whether physical— 
the cessation of living, the termination 
of visible existence—or spiritual—the 
cessation of fellowship with God, the 
termination of all possible bliss, the suf- 
fering of all misery and torture. Adam 
and Eve died the instant they ate of the 
forbidden tree, though physically they 
lived for hundreds of years. 


Die he or justice must; unless for him 

Some other noble, or as willing, pay 

The rigid satisfaction—death for death. 
Then, according to Milton’s “Paradise 
Lost,” God asked all “the heavenly 
powers” if any of them would offer to 
redeem man. But “they all stood mute.” 
It was the Son who said: 
Father, Thy word is pass’d, man shall find 

grace; 

ca * * ” 

Behold me then, me for him, life for life, 
I offer, on me let Thine anger fall; 
...I for his sake will leave 
Thy bosom, and this glory next to Thee 
Freely put off, and for him lastly die 
Well pleased; on me let Death wreak all his 

Tage. 
Thus Christ died for our sins, paying 
the full penalty; and now we who are 
washed by His blood have life, everlast- 


ing life. Unspeakable love! 


* 


wg 


Law, Legalism, and Liberty 
(Continued from page 533) 


the law of Christ. It is the responsibil- 
ity of the believer, however, to use this 
power. 


‘C. PURPOSE OF THE LAW OF CHRIST 


The purpose of the law of Christ is 
sanctification. “Sanctify,” “saint,” and 
“holy” are all from the same root word, 
which means “to set apart.” A sancti- 
fied person is one who, in all areas of his 
life, is set apart to God. He is a holy 
person, and thus is one who resembles 
his Heavenly Father (1 Pet. 1:16). The 
purpose of the law of Christ, therefore, 
is to make God’s people godly, or God- 
like. 

But what is it to be Godlike? The 
answer to this is found in His Son, 
Jesus Christ, for “no man hath seen God 
at any time; the only begotten Son, 
which is in the bosom of the Father, he 
hath declared him” (John 1:18). Since 
the Son has exegeted the Father, sancti- 
fication is Christlikeness. The purpose 
of every positive command, every nega- 
tive command, each principle, and all 
the rules is to conform us to the image 
of Christ. These laws that form the 
code of Christian living are not ends in 
themselves, but they are means to that 
chief end of man—to glorify God. 

Thus when Paul concludes his longest 
section on Christian conduct, he sum- 
marizes all that he has said in these 
words, “Whether therefore ye eat, or 
drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to 
the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31). But 
what is the glory of God? Technically 
it is the manifestation of any or all of 
His attributes. More simply, it is show- 
ing God off. Glory is showing off. 

We often speak this way, even today, 
Some time ago, at Philadelphia College 





of Bible, our basketball team was play- 
ing an overtime period to determine the 
winner of a tied game. We were ahead 
by two points with less than a minute 
left to play. Our boys had the ball, and, 
on orders from the coach, were stalling. 
Suddenly, to everyone’s amazement, one 
of our fellows shot—and missed. I 
asked the coach afterward what had 
possessed the player to shoot at that 
time. He replied that he was a “glory 
hound,” trying to show off in front of his 
girl, who was sitting in the stands. (In- 
cidentally, we won the game anyway). 
Too many Christians are like that 
player—showing off self all the time. 
The opposite should be the case. We 
should be showing off our Lord. This is 
glorifying God, and this is the high and 
holy purpose of the law of Christ. 


(To be continued) 
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Billy Graham Crusade 
(Continued from page 536) 


become growing Christians, instead of 
falling away. 

At the conclusion of his address, Dr. 
Graham made six requests of the minis- 
ters and laymen in attendance: 

1. That they have and develop a great 
concern for the spiritual welfare of 
Philadelphia. 

2. That they organize prayer groups 
for the coming crusade. 

3. That they compile lists of people 
who would be effective as counselors 
and helpers in other areas of the cru- 
sade. 

4. That each church organize an “Op- 
eration Andrew,” a committee to arrange 
for bus service to the meetings regu- 
larly, the buses to be filled largely 
with unchurched people in each church’s 
neighborhood. Graham indicated that 
this technique had been a most effective 
means of introducing people to Christ. 
On invitation, many who would never 
darken a church door will attend a cru- 
sade meeting out of curiosity. A pro- 
portion of those who thus hear the 
Word are converted and go home to 
their local churches to become workers. 

5. That the local ministers should 
preach heart-warming evangelistic ser- 
mons in preparation for the crusade. 

6. That they should show Christian 
tolerance toward the methods used in 
the crusade, even if they do not fully 
agree with them. 

Billy Graham said that he fully ex- 
pects to be bombarded with criticism 
from both the extreme right wing and 
the extreme left wing of Protestantism. 
However, he will not answer these 
critics. He said that he is too busy 
building the wall to come down. At 
this he received a great ovation. 

In past Billy Graham crusades, the 
blessing of the Holy Spirit has been evi- 
dent. Christians should pray that the 
Holy Spirit will continue to direct Dr. 
Graham and his associates as they pre- 
pare for the 1961 crusade in one of our 
nation’s most historic cities, 
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Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





They Found the Secret. By V. Ray- 
mond Edman. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich., $2.50.) One of the 
most stimulating exercises is the read- 
ing of biographies of men and women 
of God. There we see the precepts of 
Scripture put into practice and the 
promises claimed. Dr. Edman, president 
of Wheaton College, has skillfully told 
of the spiritual crises in the lives of 
twenty men and women, and summa- 
rized their outstanding service. Often he 
quotes their own words, which give life 
to these sketches. Of: these twenty, 
some “are on this side and some on 
that,” as Bunyan says—that is, living 
and gone to Heaven. Here are the mov- 
ing stories of changes in the lives of 
such as Hudson Taylor, Samuel Brengle 
of the Salvation Army, Oswald Cham- 
bers (author of “My Utmost for His 
Highest”), A. J. Gordon (father of 
Ernest Gordon, former writer for this 
paper), Frances Ridley Havergal (author 
of some of our best hymns), Bunyan, 
and Moody; and, among the living, 
Robert Nicholas (trustee of Wheaton), 
Eugenia Price, Walter Wilson, and Ian 
Thomas. This is a book that speaks to 
the heart. It traces the soul struggles of 
these saints and tells how they found 
victory. In his own touching testimony, 
relating three crises, Dr. Edman says: 
“To realize His presence with us on life’s 
pathway, to know that He shares our 
joys and our sorrows, and to be con- 
fident that He is able to supply all of 
our need creates a quietness and con- 
fidence of spirit that are indispensable 
for the Spirit-filled life.” 
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By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


July 18 to 24 
Mon.—Hosea 2:14-20. 
Love That Forgives. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I will betroth 
thee unto me for ever.” The sins of 
Israel are likened unto those of an un- 
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faithful wife, penitent, forgiven, re- 
stored, and made to forget all the sins 
and miseries of the period of infidelity. 
No nation ever sinned as much as Israel 
(see Jer. 2:11-13; and Acts 2:23): and 
no nation on earth shall have greater 
forgiveness than Israel. The eleventh 
chapter of Romans tells in crisp words 
of their glorious restoration to God’s 
favor (vv. 25-33). Every Christian 
needs more and more of the Lord’s love 
for Israel. The need right now is that 
we shall all have the same concern that 
moved Paul to write Romans 9. God 
blesses all who bless Israel (Gen. 12:3). 
Pray for the prosperity of God’s Chosen 
People, Israel. 


Tues.—Hosea 4:1-6. God’s Controversy. 


PRAYER SuGGEsTions: “The Lord hath 
a controversy with the inhabitants of 
the land.” And that contention was 
serious: but not more so than with 
some of the seven churches of the 
Book of Revelation. It is a serious 
thing when God has to take to task 
His chosen ones. How serious, one can 
see from the divine threatenings an- 
nounced in Scripture. Although as 
individual Christians we may know 
nothing against ourselves, yet we are 
not thereby justified. The Lord is the 
judge. He knows us altogether. He 
searches the reins and hearts. Scan 
the practical chapters of the Epistles 
and see how your current practice 
measures up to those indicated in Gos- 
pel precepts. Practice is the test of 
spiritual-mindedness. Pray for Taylor 
University, Upland, Ind. 


Wed.—Hosea 5:1-7. Spiritual Infidelity. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “They have dealt 
treacherously against the Lord: for they 
have begotten strange children.” The 
great prophets preceding the Babylo- 
nian captivity found deaf ears, hard 
hearts, and faces set to do evil. Let us 
not forget that in our time men will 
“turn away their ears from the truth, 
and shall be turned unto fables” (2 Tim. 
4:4). And that many shall keep up 
the “form of godliness” but will dis- 
own the power of godliness. We live 
in a time when lip service seems to 
have supplanted heart devotion to the 
will of God. Israel’s fall is a warning 
to all. “Him that thinketh he standeth 
take heed lest he fall” (1 Cor. 10:12). 
Pray for Roberts Wesleyan College, 
North Chili, N. Y. 


Thurs.—Hosea 5:15 to 6:6. 
A Call to Repentance. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Come, and let 
us return unto the Lord.” The prophet 
pleads with sinning Israel to turn to 
God from their iniquities. People can 
be moved to do almost anything else 
but to humble themselves in true- 
hearted confession of their sins against 
the Lord. The verse most used to urge 
people to seek revival is 2 Chronicles 
7:14; but the phrase, 
selves,” is often quite passed over; but 
that is the thing that makes prayer for 
revival acceptable to God. We do not 
like to lose face. God gives grace only 
to the humble. We have to get down 


“humble them- — 


before we look up to God for His aid, 
Pray for Southland Bible Institute, 
Pikeville, Ky. 


Fri—Deuteronomy 30:15-20. 
Obedient Love, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “That thou may- 
est love the Lord thy God .. . and that 
thou mayest cleave unto him: for he is 
thy life, and the length of thy days.” 
Christian, see to it that Christ is your 
major love. “He that loveth father or 
mother more than me is not worthy of 
me: and he that loveth son or daughter 
more than me is not worthy of me” 
(Matt. 10:37). The grace of God rests 
upon “all them that love our Lord 
Jesus Christ in sincerity” (Eph. 6:24). 
Success depends on the degree of love 
to Christ. (See John 14:23). Pray for 
Ft. Wayne Bible College, Ft. Wayne, 
Ind. 


Sat.—Psalm 107:1-9. 
Gratitude for God’s Love. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “O give thanks 
unto the Lord, for he is good: for his 
mercy endureth for ever.” Thanksgiv- 
ing for God’s goodness should be a 
regular and primary feature in every 
Christian’s life. In fact we are to enter 
into His gates with praise. We are 
never to forget His great mercies. They 
are new every morning and faithful 
every evening. Do you as you con- 
tinue in prayer, watch in the same 
with thanksgiving? Always begin the 
day, and meals, and the reading of the 
Word, and prayers, by giving God 
thanks due for His manifold tokens of 
love. “In every thing give thanks: for 
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
concerning you” (1 Thess. 5:18). Pray 
for Trinity College, Clearwater, Fla. 


Sun.—1 John 3:16-24. 
Some Tests of Love. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Hereby perceive 
we the love of God, because he laid 
down his. life for us: and we ought to 
lay down our lives for the brethren.” 
We show our love to God by keeping 
His commandments. “He that hath my 
commandments, and keepeth them, he 
it is that loveth me: and he that loveth 
me shall be loved of my Father” (John 
14:21). And our love to others is best 
indicated by the means and measure 
indicated in the great Love Chapter 
(1 Cor. 13). The greatest need of all 
Christians today is love. Pray for the 
President of the United States and all 
other heads of governments (1 Tim. 2: 
1-8). 


we 


The evidences of the father’s love are 
described with a touching minuteness; 
he does not wait till the poor wanderer 
has come all the way, but himself 
hastens to meet him, and at once wel- 
comes him with a kiss, which is more 
than a token of affection, being the 
significant, and in the East well under- 
stood, pledge of reconciliation and 
peace. It is thus the Lord draws nigh 
unto them that draw nigh unto Him— 
Archbishop Trench. 
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